 PREACHD AT 


SALISBURY. 


The Firſt, 4. D. 1680. and again before the Militia, at their go- 
ing againſt the late D#ke of Monmouth : In which the Do- 
&rine of. not refifting the Higher Powers, on any Pretence 


whatſoever, tanght by the Church of England, is eſtabliſhed 


from Scripture, Reaſon, and Antiquity. 


The Second, preach'd before the Right Reverend Father in God, 

SE TH, Lord Biſhop of Sarum, A. D. 1681. and publiſhed 
| by his Command. In which the Formality and Fypoerifi of our 
i | Phanatical Pretenders to the Power of Godlineſs 1s diſcoyer'd. 


| The Third, preach'd, 4. D. 1683, at the Ele&ion of the Mayor, 
and publiſhed with ſome enlargement, upon Occaſion of a Dif- 


courſe with Mr. Nel/throp in the Goal of Sarum. In which the | 


'. Dodrine of the Author of J#liar the Apoſtate, viz. That where 


the true Religion is by Law eſtabliſhed, SubjeFs are not obliged \ 


to ſuffer for it, but may, if perſecuted for it, defend themſelves 
againſs their Lawful Sovereign, is proved to be contrary to 
Scripture, Reaſon, and Antiquity, and pernicious to the Go- 
vernment. 


[| By Dame! Whitby, D.D. and Chan of the 
Cathedral Church of Sarum. 


LONDON, 


Printed for T. Baſſet, at the George in Fleetſtreet, 1685, 
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The reſt of the Officers belonging to 
_ their Regiments. 
Honemed Sing, | 
'T Hen I bad the honour to preach one of 
| _ Sermons to your Regiments before 
your Expedition againſs Monmouth, I was fo 
happy as to obtain Tour Approbation and good. 
Opmion of rhe Amtbor of it; And ſince, upon a 
lite Occafion, have recerud ſuch Expreſſions. of 
your Kindneſs to me as cannot be Pin 0g withe 
out great Ingratitude. Being therefore deſerous 
to give ſome publick Teſtimony of the great Ob- 


ligations you have laid upon me, and of my due 
reſentment of them ; I humbly intreat you to ac- 
cept this ſmall Expreſſion of my Gratitude, which: 


Ft am the more encouraged to offer, becauſe it af- 


Hiſed in the worſt of. Times, and fo lng n 
late by that Cheerfulneſs aud Bravery with which 
you Ventired your Lives for the beſt of Princes 
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OJ: YLLtNON. : a Halla Sirs, 
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their King, without atty Commiſhon from\God to'do bb,” Morebyer, they 
do this not our' of any pretence'of God's rejefting.Rehybdayr, bur only tor this 
Cavſe,That'he refuled ro'make their Yoke eafie, and ro remove the'pretend- 
ed'Burthens which -his Father-had laid-upon them -and therefore they, re- 
voleed upon Rebellious Principles. For, as a Father doth 'not forfeit his. Au- 


thoricy over his Children, nor ate they treed from that Obedience which th ", 


owe unto him by virtue of the Fifth Commandment, becaufe he deals (ſevere. 
Iv with them, and is'not-io tndu]gent to,or careful'ot them as he ought to be; 
ſo neither tan”the King, 7. e- the Father of his Country, loſe 'his Aithoriry 


over his Subjedts, becauie he governs them ſeverely, or-fays affliting Bur. 


thens on them 3 nor can their SubjeRs.be dilobliged from that Obedicnce 
which they awe unto them upon thoſe Accounts; for it Servants, as St. Peter 
faith, are to obey ſuch Maſters who are froward and perverſe, i.e. ſevere in 
their Commands, and cruel ini chaftiſtngthem; if they with Patience were to 
endure Grief, and- ſuffer wrongfully for Conſcience towards God; it the Angel 
commanded Hagar even when her Miſtrels afflifted her, and dealt hardly 
with her, to'rerurn and ſubmit her ſelf unto her'Hands; much more are Sub- 
jeas te obey, and to- continue in Obedience to their Sovereign, tho they be 
never ſo ſeverely: dealt with by them. But ,as for Feroboam, he only took 
what God had-promiſled ro: give him, 'by rending/of ten Tribes out of the 


. hands off Rehoboam, and in that yery method in which i pleaſed God to make 


20d his Prothiſe ; for che Text:doth expreſly T6 this rwatter was from God, 


faying, Te ſhall not go tip, "oF fight againſt your Brethren the Children of Tjrael. 
pier ret 01 oe. 1 therefore* think hh whole martcr thus; That 
foboart was fiot- gitiltyof any Ulutpation Which-wight render him a Re- 


el agath Rehoboam ; that the People were 'Rebe7hons in the Principle which 


o muy moe, If his ſuffering; Religiod, .to- 
| ion'ro our Superiours. To. 
which ef& it;is excellently obſerved by '2' very. Learned Prelate, That we- 
find Chrift and bis Apoſtles frequently Iabowring to fettle in the Conſcientes of men 
their Obligations to Obedience,and patient ſuffering where they cannot aftive- 
ly obey, but no where reſtraining, limiting, or particularly regulating the Office 
of Sovereign Powers '(rmgch leſs permitting; or;giving Power to their:Subjects | 
To limit or reſtrain their Power ) but leaving then to-thoſe general Rules which 
contern the Accotthtt and Duty of all\Men in their ſroerat-Stattons, dhd to the- 


terms: oh. 
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\terms\ whereupon the Providence of God was wont to ſettle the Princes and Go- 

wernours of the World. Let the Rights of Cacſar be what they will in reference 

to Tribute, Chriſt will not determine them: this he will, Thoſe things which 

belong to Cxlar, according to Jus gentium, myſt be rendred to: him. 'He doth 

not examine Pilate's Power in caſe of Blaſphemy and Treaſon, but acknowledg- 

e5 it to be of God, and ſubmits. And ſo likewiſe the Aoftes (ſeem to be ' 

unconcerned, as it were, in the governing part of Civil Policy. -No word'ts 

found in all:their Writings, enquiring into the Rights of the Roman Empe- 

rours, who were Sovereign, or /inttting the exerciſe of their Power : only 

thu much they take for certain, ſuch as they were, they were ordain'd of 

God, and they ſpend all their labour in founding deeply, and firmly eftabliſhing 

that other part which concerns Obedience. For the Scriptures of the New « 

Teſtament do moſt expreſly call for our SubjeQion -to, and as exprefly 

do forbid reſiſtance of the Higher Powers. Let (every Soul be fubjett to Rom. 13. 1,2. 

them, ſaith St. Paul: fo let him yield Subje&ion -to them as -neyer 'to- 

reſjt on 'any Provocation, Temptation, or iſpecious Pretence wharſoe- 

' ver; for, Whoſoever doth reſiſt the Power, reſijts the Ordinance of God, and © | 

they that refiſt ( his Ordinance ) ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. 1 per. 2.13,14 

Be ſubjeft to. every Ordinance of Man, \aith Peter, (7.e. to every Power 15, 16. 

daily ordained among men ) for the Lord's fake, (or for the fake of him 

whoſe Ordinance they are ) whether it be to the King as Supreme, or 

unto them that are ſent by him; .for this is the Will of God, this is well- 

doing, this is ating ws the Servants off God: And though their Govern- 

ment ſhonld be unjuſt, and they ſhould puniſh you only for keeping a 

good Conſcience, do- you: bear it patiently, for this is thank worthy, = 
ble 


a Man for Conſcience toward-God endure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. 
when we do well, and ſuffer for it, we take it patiently, this is accepta 
with God; this is to at according to our Chriſtian Calling, and the Ex- ». 2t. 
ample of thar Lord whom we are bound to imitate: For even hereunto 

were we called, becauſe Chriſt alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example 

that we ſhould follow his Steps,” who when he wa reviled, revited not again, 

when he (uffered, he did not fo much as threaten. | o 

1. Where in the firſt place 'note-what hath already been made good; * © ©, 
thar- the then preſent Governours were crue/ and tyrannical.. And, 

2. The Chriftians, to whom St. Pau! and Peter direfed theſe Com- 
mands,. were Men of ſpotleſs Innocence, Men groaning under the Preſ- 
ſures of the Croſs, and labouring- under moſt heavy Perſecntions for | <,,. 
the Gofpet's ſake. They were, faith-the Apoſtle Pant, obnoxious to fuch 
"AMi&tions as would have rendred them of all Mer! the moſt miſerable, had ». 30. 
they not been ſimpported by their fiture Hopes... They were in Feopardy Cor. 4. 11. 
every Hour, always delivered to Death for Jeſus ſake. They received the 1 Thed, 1:6,. 
Word of God with much Afflition, great Tribulations, arid Perſecutions, and 3: . | 
they endured a great fight of Affiftions. They' were, ſaith Peter, fubje& 5. as Ki 
to manifold Temptations, and fiery Tryals. But notwithſtanding. a!l ; per. 1, 6.. 
theſe Sufferings, their Mafter {tridtly: hath obliged them not” to take 4 12. | 
-up- the Sword, not to reſiſt. their cruel perſecuting Magiſtrates ; = 

when. 
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when they ſuffer wrongfully, for doing well, fer Conſcience towards God 
10 take it patiently. Whence it is clear, that by the Chriftiar Dodrine, ir 
is unlawful ro reſiſt the Higher Powers upon pretence of Male-admi- 
niſtration, Tyranny , Iojuttice, or to rebel , for the Defence of our 
Religion , againſt the worſt of Perſecuting Princes. For if Reſiſtance, 
in the fore-mentioned Caſes, was a damning Sin, when can it be ex- 
cuſable? and if it is the Will of God, that when his Servants ſuffer pure- 
ly for Conſcience towards God, and are delivered to Death for Feſus 
fake, they ſhould then bear it patiently, when can it be ſuppoſed, 
agreeable unto - his Will, that Chriſtians ſhould rcliſt the Higher 
Powers £ 
2.. Qbſerve, that when theſe Precepts were delivered, there was then; 
in the Imperial City, a Senate (ſomewhat like our Parliament, or Houſe 
of Commons) yea ſuch a Senate by whom the Emperoxrs or Higher Pow- 
ers, then in being, were eleed, and by whoſe EleCtion they became the 
| Ordinance of God, having no Right unto that Charatter till they were 
| De Fure Belli, thus eleed ; for as Grotins truly notes, and proves, © Eleftio Imperato- 
LE 2-C.9.S, 115 ric ad populum pertinebat, & aliquoties a populo per ſe, aut per Sena- 
_ nix © tum faQa eſt, quz autem a Legionibus modo his, modo 1llis, fiebant * 
| © Eleftiones, non erant ratz ex jure Legionum (nam. in yago nomine 
£ jus certum eſſe non poterat ) ſed ex approbatione populi Examples of 
which Ele&ions made or approved by the Senate, he gives many in his 
Notes upon that Seftion. And yet the Scripture takes no notice of this 
Senate, it doth not limit the Obedience of the Chriſtians oi thoſe times 
to things commanded by the Emperours and not forbidden by the Ro- 
#14n Senate; it doth not lay,Obey them til] that Senate,which at firſt choſe 
_ them, or approved of them, do again rejet them; bur plainly, and 
| without exception, doth enjoyn us not to reſiſt the Higher Powers. The 
' Luke2.t Taxing, or Enrolling, at the Birth of Chrift, was by the Decree, nor 
T56x of the Senate, but Augnſius; the T ribute-money had Czſar's Image and 
Inſcription on it, and therefore, by our Saviour's Argument, did ſhew 
© that Cz/ar was to be obey'd. St. Pau/s Appeal was made:not to the Ro- 
AR 20. 10,11. 7141 Senate. but to Gol, at whoſe Judgment-Seat, ſaith he, I ought to be 
' Judged. The Submiſſion which St. Peter ſpeaks of, is ro the King as 
Supreme. So that the Spirit of God ſeems plainly ro condemn thoſe ſpeci- 
ous Pleas and politick Pretences which our late Rebels made to Juſtific 
their Inſurre&tion againſt our Ceſar and his Imperm/ Crown, by virtue of 
a pretended Power defived from Lords or Commons, who neither do elet 
nor approve of our . Kings before they have a Right unto their Go- 
vernment, .and who are moſt apparently inferior to. him, ſince he gives 
being to both thoſe Hoyſes by his Writ, continues them at his own Plca- 
#i ſare, adjourns, prorogueth, and diſſolves them pro Imperio. 
| Arganent2. 2. Chriſtians muſt not reſiſt the Higher Powers becauſe they can- 
ec \ not. do it. - without. Reſiſtance of .the Ordinance of God. That Magi- 


\ ', and 


”  ftracy.is God's Ordinance, that Supreme Powers ate the Miniſters of God, 


and not of Men., that they do a by an Authority derived from him, 

and-/not: from<men, even when by the E/e#ion of Man. they become 

the | Higher Powers, is evident from Scripture, and from Reaſon. From 

Fcripture, which doth often ſtile them Gods, and the Children of the Meft gx0q, a1. 5 
High. His Servants, his Anointed, as Saul is often tiled, eyen after that Exod. 22. 28. 
Gog's Spirit was departed from him, and David by his Prophet was anointed 7 Sam. 2. 25, 
King. Now as no Man can be Vicegerent to an earthly Prince, but by « —_—_ ” 7 
his Order and Commiſhon; ſo can no Sovereign Prince be God's Vice- 26.9156 
gerent without the Ordinance, or the Commithon of the God of Hea-' 2Sam.1.14,15, 
ven to act as his immediate Officer on Earth. And ſuitably to this Aſ- 

{ertion, the Apoſtle hath declared of the Supreme Authority in being then, - m1 
what is as true, by parity of Reaſon, of thoſe in being now, that they - _ 14% 
were all the Ordinance of God, the Minifters of God, the Officers of God:; rom., 3-2:4.6; 
that there i no Power but of God, and that the Powers that be are ordained "N 
of God. And even that Power which Pontius Pilate did abuſe to the con- 
demning of our Saviour, was, by our Lord's Confeſſion, from above; joþ, 19, 1x, 
for thou, ſaith he, cou! have no Power at all againſt me, unleſs it were 

given thee from above. It allo is extreamly evident from Reaſon; for . 
' what is more unlikely; than that* he, who s the God of Order, ſhould, Faulbn. Chri- 
for the peace and good of leſſer Societies in private Families, ordain the tian Loyalty, 
Authority of Parents over their Children, and the Headſhip of the Huf- Þ- 416. 

band over the Wife; and yet ſhould leave the more general and publick 

flate of Mankind, which «s f greateft GConcernment , without any Govern- 

ment, which truly. can be filed his Ordinance. It would morcoyer re- 

flet nanduly on Divine Goodneſs, ;to conceive, that it was not his 

Will that Juſtice, Righteouſneſs, and Peace, ſhould be preſerved, and _ 
Goodneſs countenanced and rewarded by Men; that Evil-doers ſhould be Wl 
puniſhed, and the Deſtroyers of his Image ſhould ſuffer by the hand of 

nyo and yet it cannot be conceived that he hath made Proviſion 

or theſe things, unleſs this Governour of all the Earth, this Lord of Life, 

to whom Vengeance doth . primarily belong, hath conſtituted and ' or- 

dained , that this his Government and Power ſhould be commined to 

ſome Perſons who theteupon ſhould aft as his Vicegerents here on 

Earth, and ſhould be owned as his Ordinance. This therefore being 

true of all Supreme Authority, that *tis Poteftas Dei vicaria, a Ray of di- 

vine Majeſty, that *cis entruſted with that Power only which 1s from 

above, and repreſenteth none but God, whoſoever lifteth up his Hands . 

againſt it muſt be « Fighter againſt God; for it a cruel and blood- 

thirſty Nero is, as St. Pau! aſſerts, the Ordinance of God, whoſocyer 

doth reſiſt hin muſt reſiſt God's Ordinance; and if there is no Pow-. - 
er, whether of Nero or Domitian, but: from God, there can be no 

Reſiſtance but from Satan. If even that Power which condemned the | 
Saviour of the World, commenced from Heaven, all Inſurrc&ions 

againſt ſuch Powers mult certainly derive from Hell. In a word, ** If 


* Goyernment be the Conſtitution of God, to make forcible Oppoſiri ” 
& again 
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<*-agaiuſd ir, muſt cicher 'be in defign to have God's Authority ſubje& to. 


+ EOS 


*;:them who {o.a&t, or at leaſt, that themſelves may not:be. ſubje&-unto 
*-it; both-which things are unreaſonable, and include acxeliſting the Or- 
&-'dinance of God. ' | | 


= 3. No Chriſtian Subjeas muſt reſiſt the Higher Powers, becauſe they 
cannot. do it withour taking. of 'rhe Sword, :avenging of themſclyes, 
and iclaimingof the Power: of Life: and Death , and pafling Judg- 


. ment on: their Fellow-Subjefs; all. which . Prexogatives belong imme- 


diately to God, and by his Ordinance alone, or Grant to any Hu- 
mane Powers. For God expreſly faith, Vengeance is mine, I will repay 
it, and-hath- commanded us., 4. dvmignve: mf mowpe, not to refit when 


_- we doſ{uffter Evil. The Injury-we do againſt our Fellow-Subje&s is 


done: to one of God's own Subjetts, ir is a Violacion of his Law, and 
fo it propetly belongs to-him to puniſh it. God allo. being Judge of all 
the Earth, all: Acts of Judgment -are declared to be not for Man, but 


for- the Lord'\, becauſe. they are performed by. an Authority derived 


from: him. Moreover, it is by God we /ive; and move, and have 


. - our*Beings; he giveth to us Life and: Breath, and: all things. No man 
- "can therefore wield the Sword of Juſtice, 'or: uſe that Sword! to take 
- .away his Brothers Eite, but by Authority from the God .ot our Lives, 


whom. the Higher Powers are commiſthoned,, and who arc there- 
ore {aid by his Authoricy to bear che Sword, and be. his Minifters in 
executing Vengeance on the Evil-doer. And therefore when. St.. Peter 
did artempt/ to wield. the - Sword! eyen im Chriſt's Cauſe',' our: Lord 
rcbukes him 3 ſaying}, © Pat mp. thy. Sword .into its .place , for all that 
take 'the Sword ſhall periſh! by it: This is, faith _—_— \ Locus -no- 
tandus omnibus ſubditts,. a place to be well 'noted by all Subjetts : for, 

x. This was a Cauſe wherein Religion. and Civil Juſtice were both 
much” concern'd:: . for, the malicious Jews were now purſoing their 
Deſigw'iro-pur the bleſſed, Zeſus to an pecans Death, to crucifie the 
eru&2efizh, and tai extirpate his holy Doftrine from the Earth.; and 
Joſticenever was more highly violated than in the Methods which they 
uſed ro:deſtroy'the Lord of Life. And yer, when upon this occaſion his 
Diſciples ſaid, Maſter, (hall we ſmite with the Sword ? he peremptorily for- 
bids it, and checks Sr. Peter's hafty uſe thereof ; and this he doth, part- 
ly becauſe, as he declared, his Kingdom was not of this World, and. fo his 
Servants ſhould not fight for its Defence againſt Authority. partly be- 
cauſe they could not do it in oppoſition to Authority, without the raking 


Contra Fauſtum of the Sword; for he, ſaith duſtin truly, takes the Sword, who, when no law- 
Marich, lid.22. ful Power doth command, or authoriſe him ſo to do, uſerth Force of Arms to 


" Co TC. 


fred the Blood of others. 
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oaly ſome Inferior Officers, commiſſionared by the Supreme Awthoriry , and 
-yet they mult not 'be-reſiſte{} ſaith our Lord, © © © L401 


-- . Thirdly, If we conſider the- Intention'of the Perſon ſmiting ,* we ſhall 
find that he had no deſign, or purpoſe to rebel againſt; or to turn Ceſar out 
of) his Dominions,, but only' to preſerve his Mefter ;" it therefore may be - ** 
fairly: pleaded -in- behalf-of Peter, that be kept'the Laws #calpite 'tmrele, 
of. Self-defence., that what he did was of a ſudden withour deliberation, 
and thar he did-not kill out-right, -but only wounded the High Prieffs Ser- 
vant; and yet our Saviour not only doth diſlike the Aftion,* but thinks it 
- neceſlary to work a Miracle for reparation of the Injury done by it. If 
therefore to-unſheath. the Sword in Chriſt's own Cauſe againſt the meaneſt 
Officer commiſſionated by the Hgher Powers, be to uſurp it, what muſt it-be 
to take it: in our own? If -to- avenge our ſelves upon cur Equals, be to 
uſurp.on God's Prerogative, what-mult it be to offer to avenge our ſelves 
on our Superiors? If laſtly , it be murther to ſhed our Brother's blood 
without commiſſion from God, or his Yicege-ent, then all, who fight againſt 
Authority, muſt become guilty. of that fin, and it -will much toncern them 
to conſider what St. Joh? hath ſaid, viz. that #o Idnrtherer bath Eternal Life 1 John. 3. 15: 
abiding in him. : OUS, DOGGY 
And ſuitable unto theſe Principles of our Religion, is the Conſtitution 
of our preſent Government, which doth acknowledge, that the whole Power * 
of the Sword, or the Afilitia, is in the King, and, that'tis Treaſon: to levy War 13 Car. 2. 1. 
againſt him within the Realm, or without , that juſtice regulanly mult be exe- 
cuted; and YengeanceFecompenſed by Judges who: receive commiſſion' 
from him to do it For our Sovereign Lord the King ,- which is the current: 
ſtyle both of our Srarures ,; and of their Commiſſions. - ' That the Crown of. 
. England hath been ſo free at all times , *that'it hath been in no earthly Subje&t- 

on, but immediately ſubjett to-God in all things touching the Regaliry of the ſame 16 R. 2, 
Crown , and'to no other, That the Realm of England is an Empize governed 
by one Supreme Head and King , to whom a Body 'Politick, of  Spiritnalty arid 24 H. 8. 12. 
Temporalty be bounden, and ought to bear, next to God, a natural,” and humble 
obedience, That both, or either Houſes of Parliament cannor, nor lawful- x23 Car. s. 6. 
ly may. raiſe or levy any War, offenſive or defenſruve againſt his Majeſty , his 14+ 2, 3- 
Heirs, and lawful Swcceſſors, and laſtly, that it is lawful upon any pretence 
' whatſoever, to take up Arms againſt him, or againſt thoſe who are commiſſionated 


Fourthly, The Chriſtian ought not to reſiſt Speriors,becauſe He, by ſo Argument 4. 
doing, will caſt a great reproach upon the Name and Doftrine of our 
' Lord, andgive occaſion torenew that Calumny of Fews and Heathens, that 
our Lord was no Friend to Ceſar, that his Ds/ciples were the men, who by 
their DoCtrine rrned the world upſide down, and that | Chriſtianity was in-' 
ſtrumental to promote Rebelions, and'give diſturbance to the Civit'Soverne-" 
ent..; and for this Cauſe Sr. Perer is ſo earneſt in his' Exhortation to ſubmit 
'  Poevery Ordinance of: man for the Lords Sake, that by ſo doing Chriſtians might 

pur to. ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men, who knowing nothing of the peace- 


Tit. 2, 6. 


{ T4 J : 
able and loyal Principles of Chriſtiaz Faith, did repreſent it 3s deſtrutive 
to the Cizil Gevernmen?, and prejudicial to the, Higher Powers, . And ſucely 
to pretend that owr Religion doth allow ſuch horrid Crimes, ' is moſt :effe- 
Etually, to. blaſpheme our Hoy Cota and caft upon it an indelibleRe- 
proach. For it thoſe Jews w gloried in the privilege of Circumciſion, 
and yet were guilty of Adaltery, Theft, Sacrilege, blaſphem'd the name of God 
among the Gentues, he mult aſluredly blaſpbeme it, who, being guilty of 
Sedition , Faction, and Reſiſtance of the Higher. Powers ,, doth glory in the 
name of Chriſtian. And if the Name aud DoQtrine of our Lord is: then 
blaſphemed, when the Wife doth not yield SubjeCtion to the Husband, and 
when. the Chriitian Servant doth not yu Obedience to his 2LaFer in all 
things, muſt they not be blaſphem'd much more, when Sabjets do not. 
yield Obedience to their Prince ! 

Add to this, that all the Pleas and ſpecious Pretences which. were uſed 
to juſtifie our late Rebellions , do caſt on. the Apofles and Pen-men of the: 
Holy Scriptures, the Reproach of grols Diſſimulation and Hypocrilie. For 
were it lawful to take up Arms againſt our Governors, when we conceiv'd 
them guilty of Tyrannical abuſe of Power, when they became « terror 70: 
good works, and not to evil only, when they did ſeem to us to act againlt . 
the good and welfare of the Kingdom , or againſt their Coronarion Oarhs, 
or when they did not rale according to Juſtice., or eſtabliſhed Laws.,. or 
were it lawfulto reſiſt them in behalf of God, or to preſerve the rue 
Religion , or the Pwblick, Exerciſe thereof; I ſay, were it in all, -or any of 
thele caſes lawful for Subjects to reſiſt the Higher Powers, the Apoſtles muſb 
diflemble, and deal hypocritically, when they , WFithont all limitation or 
exception of any of theſe caſes , d3 command Obedience for the. Lordfs 


fake, and do forbid reſiſtance of the Higher Powers, even when they per- 


ſecute us for the ſake of Righteouſneſs. Hed they believed ,, intended, or- 
ſecretly taught, that ChriZtjaxs, upon all, or any of the forementioned a&s 
counts., might be exempted from SubjeCftion and Obedience to them, ?ris 

lain they ated. not with that ſimplicity which might have reaſonably 

en expected from the Diſpenſers of the __. For. if they' verily be- 
lieved , and knew that Chriſtianity in any of. theſe caſes , did approve of 
the rehiſtance of the Higher Powers, they plainly went about to deceive 
Heathen Princes with fair words, and ſought, by making them beheve that 
their Religion called men to ſuffer peaceably under their Government,and. - 
never to reſiſt, to win them to receive, and own that Faith, which:when 


. they had embraced, they by experience ſhould find that-it. taught no fach 


matter. - They ſaid indeed in words, as plain as they coold utter ,, That 
Kings were Higher Powers , who could not be reſiſted without the peril 
of Danmation, and that this was the will of God, That all ſhould yield ſubje- 
Tion to-them z. but .yet it ſeems,. they knew, that this was. not the will of 


. God, . but that he did permit Chriſtzens to rehiſt ,, as oft as'they conceive® 


their Rulers guilty of 'malt-adminiſtxation., or .Enemics to. their Religions 
or:Perſecutors of them for the Cauſe-of. Chysft. -Sorplainty do:bhe? Parrons 


Fifth 


of Rejiſtarce caule, the Name and Dettrive of ow Lard-robs blaſphemed.*: | | 
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 Fifthly , All Clyi#:ians are obliged to fuffer patiently, and not refiſt ' 4gument 5, 
when they are'perſecuted, when'their Religion , | which is dearer ts them 4 
than their lives, doth ſuffer with theni,'*nd men endeavour to ſappreſs, and * .* : 
utterly extirpate tlie Profeſſion of it from the Nation where they live, ' 
becauſe our Lord expreſly hath declared , that hz Kingdom is mot of this. 
World ; whence his own jnference is this, That his Diſciples ninſt not fight, - 
no not in theidefence'of their dear Lord. . He plainly tells them, that they 
miſt bear che Croſs, and willingly muſt take it up ; whereas; if Chriftior 
Faith did give a right to its Profeſſors to defend themſelves by Arins a- 
gainſt the Higher Powers , it rather would oblige the Chriſtian to take up 
. the Sword, than to take up the Croſs: Again , Chriſtianity aſſures all the 
' Profeſſors of ig, that they are called to ſuffer , that it 1s acceptable to God 
for them to ſuffer patiently for doing well, to ſufer for the ſake of Con- 
ſcience, That *tis their Duty to follow the Exampleof their Saviour, who, 
when he ſuſſered, threatned not , but did commit himſelf to bim that judgeth 
righteouſly. Nor, were it lawful for Chriſtians to reſiſt Authority , when 
their Religion was oppoſed , and they were puniſhed for the Profeſſion of 
it, they could not be obliged to ſaffer, but only when they wanted power 
to reſiſt , and fo it never could be faid, that their Religion, but that 
their weakneſs cauſed them to ſuffer. It could-not truly be affi that 
they were calcd, but rather that they were receſſitared to ſuffer ; nor 
could they be true /mirarors of that Feſis, who , when he could have 
ſummoned twelve Legions of Angels to his aid , choſe rather to endure the 
Croſs. STI 
To theſe things I might add the Oath of God, by which we have been 
many of us bound not only zo bear true Alltegiante: to the Government we 3 
now live under , but alſo rv defend #t , as far as we are able,-againft alt 
Conſpiracies, and Inſurrettions, 1 might remind you of the fierce wrath 
of God, not only againſt Corah, and his Accomplices, whom the Earth fwal- 
towed np for their Rebellion agammit Hoſes , but againſt Zedekjah ,- Prince of 
his own People, who having ſworn Allegiance to an Heathen King , did 
violate that Covenant he had confirmed with the Oath of God. For this 
God doth expreſly call Rebefiion , expreſling his great deteſtation of the x... u5. 
Fatt, and ſwearing twice by his own Life, that he would recompenſe this ' 
fin upon his head ; He made @ Covenant with him, and took ar Oath of 
him, but he rebelled againſt him ſhall be proſper ? ſhall he eſcape that 
doth ſuch things ? or ſhot he break.the Covenant , and be” delivered? As I 
tive, ſaith the Lord God , ſurely in the place where the King dwelleth that 
made him King , whoſe Oath he deſpiſed, and whoſe Covenant he brake , 
with him, in the midſt of Babylon, ſhall he dye. Steing he Hſpiſed the 
Oath by: breaking the Covenant ———ht (hall not eſcape. As TI toe, faith 
the Lord God , ſurely mine Oath that be hath deſpiſed, my Covenant that he 
bath" broken , even it will I recompenfe upon his own head : And laſtly, 1 
might add, that this hath been the conftant Doftrine-of the moſt Pri- 
mirrve , and Pareft Ages of the Church, That Lawful Powers were God's 
Ordinances , and in no' cafes, or upon no'pretences were tobe: reliſted by 
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- their Subjefts. And throughout all thegtimes of the rex' Perſecution: their 
Practice was agreeable; to their Doctrine , there being found among. 
them, ſaith Tertulian , not qne- Rebel, <dvv (Ces tgyov , not one Sedj- 
rious Aion, ſaith Origen, But to omit theſe things , what hath been 
thus eſtabliſhed by the Authority of Scriprure , may farther be confirmed 
fromtheclear Principles of Reafon,and from the Nature of Soczeties. For, 
Firſt, All Goyernment is for mutual Defence ; and for this end it is, 
that being free , they find it neceſſary to unite themſelves into Societies, 
that by united Forces they may defend themſelves , and their concerns 
from the Invaſions of other men. | 
Secondly , Men cannot thus defend themſelves , or thus agree to do it, 
but -by conſenting, that they ſhall be bound to follow the judgment or di- 
reCtion of ſome Perſon , or Perſons in order to that Defence. 
birdly, Men cannot be obliged to follow the direCtions of others,. 
unleſs they be obliged to give up , or ſubject their wills unto the will of- 
their Superjors ; ſo that the will of their Szperiors ſhall be accounted as the 
will of all; and unleſs He, or They who are intruſted with the Govern- 
ment, have an undoubted Right ito uſe the Strength and. Power of 
them! all, .as He or They. conceit is moſt conducing to the preſervation of 
the Common Good.- And, | | | | 
Fourthly', | They who are thus obliged to give up their Wills and. 
Power to another , and have conſented ſo to do , muſt be deprived of a- 
'ny Right to revenge themſelves , or to repel their Injuries without the 
Power of the Magiſtrate, and ſo they cannot take up Arms without his 
| Power or Authority. | ES | 
Corollary. + Whence by the way, it follows, That the natural right of Self-defence 
- and Preſervation is ſo far from juſtifying any oppoſition or reſiſtance of 
the Higher Powers, or the Civil Government , that by endeavouring to re- 
bel againſt, or overturn it, that Right is alſo overturned , and the 
Foundations of it are-removed. For , if we rightly underſtand the 
Phraſe, it only ſignifies a right of. entring- into Secieries for mutual De- 
- fence of. ſeeking our own Preſervation , by flying to the Juſtice or 
; Protection of the Government , or uſing any other means which Nature 
_ © doth allow ,, and from the uſe of which the Government doth not re- 
rain us. And whoſoever pleads, That, every individual Perſon, though 
joyned in Society , hath ſtill a natural right of Self-defence and Pre- 
ſervation, by repelling Force with Force , and that this is a Right. inſepa- 
rable , 'of which he cannot poſlibly deveſt himſelf by any Promiſe or En- 
© gagement , doth plainly give to every man a licence to reſiſt Swperiors 
whenſoever he conceives it needful for his own Preſervation ſo to do., 
and armeth every, Malefaor againſt that Ordinarce of God , which is ap- 
Pointed to be 4 Terror ro the Evil Doer. | 
"hr TUmERE 2 Again, this is a certain. Principle , That all Cl Governments the. e 
& © muſt be a Supreme , from whoſe Authority.lies no Appeal;.for if there be na 
laſt Appeal fixed in ſome Perſon, or Perſons, miſchief will be infinite , 
- nor can our Controyerſies about Civil Matters. ever ht” That 
| owe 
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Power, from which we :cannot- lawfully:appealz--we cannot judge, 'we 
therefore cannot puniſh, 'we.cannotbeAvengersof it, and when we have © 
no power toavenge'our ſelves, we:muſt be: quiet. - ; | 

Moreover they invain unite for mutual defence under a Governor, who, 
when they have: done this:,. cannot defend themſelves againſt Natural 
Force 3 they: cannot: thus: defend; themſelves , 'whoſe Strength is not 
united 3 whence it : doth. clearly\ follow., 'That there muſt be a Power 
in the Supremacy, whereſoever-that is:lodged, to-unite as many of his Sub- 
jects for the defence of the Community ,/ as ſhall- ſeem-neceſſary to-him 
for that end. He.cannot thus unite them: who hath not power to.com- 
pe] them by puniſhments to ſuch an Union: He cannot have juſt power 
to.puniſh ,- whom it is lawful to reſiſt: And therefore he who is Supreme, 
or bears the Sword inany. Government ,, cannotibe lawfully reſiſted. 

Lafily, A Supreme Governor muſt be inveſted with that Power which is 
neceflary for the adminiſtration of Juſtice; the ſecuring Property, and the 
preſerving peace and quiet- in his 'own. Dominions. - No Government 'can 
make proviſion for theſe things, provided it be lawful for Subjefs, in any 
caſe,to take up Arms againſt it 3: tor then theſe Subjetts-muſt be Jydges whers 
this caſe doth happen. , Now to afſert a Right in-Subjeds to judge when they 
may lawfully reſiſt, 1s. plainly to aſſert, That they are.only bound to yield 
Subjection as long as they themſelves think fit, and that they may reſiſt 
whenloever they ſhall think ir requiſite and needful ſo to do. Now, who 
can promiſe that the Gzady ultitude ſhall never judge amiſs, and think ir 
needful to reſiſt when it is no ſuch matter ?. what ſecurity can be had, -np- 
on this Suppoſition; againſt the-/paſlion, -intereſt, ambition, and madneſs 
of ſuch-Keformers of the Higher Powers? Are not the judgments bf the Com- 
mon people apt to be iimpoſed-upon by the intrigues of an Achitophel? by. 

_ the inſinuating words, and: popular deportment of a Goodly  Ab/#lom? 

May they not eaſily perſwade.the people, that they are greatly injured un- 

der the Government of a moſt upright David,. and that no juſtice can'be: 

had, and therefore that 'tjs requiſite that-they ſhould right themſelves by: 

force of Arms? Thus would this plea reduce-all Governments into Con-: 

fulion and Ararchy, and turn the: world into one great Akeldama, and . 

make it vain for us to pray for Kings,that under them we may lead peaceably and; 

quiet lives ; for f the Subject bath a Right to judge when his Prince is 

guilty of male-adminiſtration in Church or ;Stare, and alfo,to refiſt him as. 

often a$-he doth ſo judge, infuch a multitude of contrary Perſwaſions as: 

do now abound, and ſuch'a number of half-witted Politirians as are now: 

ſprung upamongſt us, what expeCtation can we have of any thing but- tu-- 

mults and confuſion ? "But againſt this Aſſertion it is objected, | 

| © That to fit Ritl and ſee our ſelves inflaved, and robbed of our Objefjon 1.. 

<« | jberties, is to be wanting to that natural affe&tion-which we owe unto: 

< our'Conntry,: and our ſelves, and that. Self-preſervation is the.prime 

& Law of nature ; and thereforethat reſiſtance which is requiſite unto Self-- 

_ < preſervation mult be natural, whence it muſt follow that all other Laws, 
&« of equity and nature mult give place unto it. 
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- Beſides what hathalreaidy beendiſconrſatin Anfiver to this pled touch. 
ing the RightofSelfedefence and Preſervation, l Anſwer,” ' in) 510) 519 


Firſt, That this plea might have more planfihly been uſed by. Ehrv/t; and 
by the Primizzve Profeſſor cof Chriſtianity, than it can now be uſed by any 
Natiov,  ſeing their Perfecutions were! more heavy, the numbers of their 
flanghtered _ greater than cam be parallelled/by any:ſufferings. of like 
natureifrom the feverity: of aty Aigher Powers now: in being; and it'was 
clearly the defign af all their cruel Perfecators, to blot! out their memorial 
from the Earth, and yet they patiently ſuffered, and were commanded ſo 
to do. ; And ſyre no: Chriſtian can be-tempted to believe, that onr Dear 
Lord, by his Religion, did ſubvert the fandamental: Laws of nature, when 
he required his Dz/ciples to take wp tbe Croſs, 'and ſuffer patiently, for doing 
well , orthat the Primitive Afartyrs did violate the Laws of Nature in not re- 
fiſting of their Perſecurors. | RD 204) fee No 

Secondly, If evil may not be done that Good may follow, then muſt we not en- 


| deavour to vindicate our Cawnry from thoſe evils which Providence may 


bring upon it by that reſiſtance which. is evil, but muſt, faith Perer, when 
wethus ſuffer, comme the keeping of our lives to him in well doing who kxows 
beſt bow to deliver che Righteous, and to diſpoſe ofall things for-his Childrens 


| Good, and make the wrath of man tapraiſe bim. And, 


Thirdly, If our Souls welfare be our higheſt intereſt, and theſe our Suffe- 
rings do cooperate to it, if our Aﬀictions for the ſake of Chriſt, work for 
us 4% I of Glory, much better than our temporal concerns, and 
even life it: ſelf; if to. reſiſt will bring Damnation, and: it 'be better to- 
die once, than die eternally ;/then, in theſe caſes, to refuſe the Croſs, 


'muſt be to labour to preſerve our bodies by the deſtruction of our ſouls, 


and ſo apperettly to thwart the Preſervation of our ſelves. 

Fourthly, Experience will inſtruCt us, that patient ſuffering, is the beſt 
method of Self-preſervation, and that the Publick will be greater ſufferers 
by CivilWaxs, than the fevereſt Perſecution; for this Nation bas ſuffer'd 
more , and loft more blood by one- Rebellion upon-pretence of Religion, 
than the'whole Church did in all the ten famous Perfecutions. | 
'- < But would you have us then ts ſuffer our Religion to be taken from 
us 2 TT SIM - 
Ttis not in the power of any: Creature to rob us of one Article of our 
Religion, or hinder us from being aprightly Religious towards God ; for 
we believe with onr hearts, 'our Religion dothiconſift-in loving God with al 
our hearts, and our: Neighbour-as or ſelves, and this we may ſtill do whatſo-- 
ever may befal us,whereas by onr-Rebellion onr Religion is blaſphemed and 
truly loſt, it being a platn contradiftion, to be a Religions Rebel, a Chri- 
{Nianthat will not take ome Croſs. The Trayror, ſaysSt. Paw, may have 
- Power of Goalineſs. 

Secondly, If our Religion be of God, as we have little cauſe to doubt, 


'he will aſfuredly proteCt it; whereas by our attempts to keep- and to pro- 
- mote it by unlawful means, webut provoke God to be angry with us. 


Thirdly, It pleaſed God at firſt to propegate the Chriſtian Faith, _ 
PL a + A y | p , 


+ "And now'fromwhathath been delivered wemay learp bow reaſonable is 
the injunCtion-of.aly text Put iro in-wind co.be ſubjeft to Principalities ad 


| Powers: how muchit doth concern us to.comply with that ad 


wicked men, ungoaly men, ſinners againſt their own Souls, All this is ſpo- Num. 16. 26: 
ken of Corah, Datban,and Abiram when they rebelied againſt Moſes : Where ow 106, 18;} 
it deſerves to be conſidered, that theſe men did pretend to ſtand upfor their = 1& 28+} 
civil privileges, and their Religious Rights, and only pleaded againſt the 
Uſurpations of their Superiors, who, intheir Judgments,rookroo much upon 
them, © They had both Lords and Commons on their fides, for prefentty | 
250 Princes of the Congregation rook part with them, and the whole body of Num. 16, 24 | 
the people were gathered againſt loſes and Aaron; and yet this would not Verl. 19, | 
fanCtify their Rebellion, nor preſerve them from a moſt wonderful and | 
dreadful ruin. Elſewhere the Scripture ſtyles chem, ſoxs of Belzal, as in 2 Sim. 10. 275} 
theſe words, the men of Belial deſpiſed Sant. Sheba a man of Belial hath Sam. 20. 3. | 
blown a Trumpet againſt David. They who deſpiſe Dominions, and ſpeakevil W- 
of Dignities, are by St. Peter, and St. Fude pronounced flthy Dreamers, uns . | 
weſt, preſumpruous, ſelf-willd, audacious Perſons : andfurely they who have. 
regard to their own credit, or;tothaſ _— ke Holy Ghoft, will care- 
fully avoid thoſe things;on which the Gpiri truth hath fixed ſuch black. 
and odious Charatters: Eſpecially if they conſider, : 

Secondly, That this reliſtance will certainly expoſe the Rebel to the ſe- 
vereſt of Gods judgments ; for (1) the God of truth hath by the Wiſeman: 
threatned a ſwift deſtruction to them, in theſe words, Fear thou the. Lord y 
aud the King, and. meddle not with them that are given to change, for their de- 
ftruttion ſhall come ſuddenly : This. threat we find ſeverely executed on Co- 
rab, and his Company, the firlt of Rebels that we. read of againſt Gods. 
Vicegerents, forthey wereall conſumed in the: very. fact, they wenr down, | 
auick, into Hell, and the Earth-cloſed upon them, and io they. perifhed from a= _.__ 
mong the Congregation, God did deltroy them by aff unifuar deartr to: ; 
render their iniquity more dreadful to the: world. Accordingly St. Fude- 
informs.us of the firſt Chriſtian Rebels, thoſe filrby Dreamers, who defpiſed. 
Dominions, that they.did periſh in the gainſaying of Core; in which words- _ WEI 
the ApoZle uſeth the Aoriſt for the future Tenſe, ſpeaking-of their. de- 
ſtru&ion as a thing paſt already, becauſe he knew that Vengeance would: 
not ſuffer them to live, for thoſe impure Grofticks and Carpocratians , of 
whomsSt. Jade.is. by ſome thonght there to ſpeak,rebelled with Barcho Cheba,, 
and with him they periſhed, ſaith the learned Grorzw.. They who deſpiſe 

. : KB F) ' on! N of : 


| 


£46] 

Damitioncare by St. Peter and St; wde-dechared "tobe men of ad: ordained 
to'conde that. is,"God hathis olddetloredhis refolution to'condemn 
fuctinien.'” Wor woico flier; Faith BE/Yude; for God will execure his judgments 
' on hem for their ungodly deed:',," r jhdpment, ſaith St. Peter, doth nor lin. 

and their damnation flunibers rot; fo that if they eſcape the, hand of. ]u- 
Rice here, they have Jult reaſon to conclude they are reſeryvedfor.condemna. 
tion inthe world to'com ;\foras St Patel declares, Mu Goat reſieerh Jhal re 
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' - * Courteous Reader? * + | 
THe. two - former Sermons were. committed. to the Preſs 
:: | hiefly-with a Deſign of ddins, Good toi theſe. deluded 
Souls, -who; by-the Phariſical Opinions,” and the falſe 
Charafters , and. Signs of /Godlinefs, Which are too frequent in 
the Writings of our late Diſſenters, were gull'd into a fond cons 
| ception, that they had the Power of Godlineſs , when they had 
ſearce attained to the Form ; and who were leaven'd with , and 
were encourag d by their Rebellious Principles to that Reſiſtance - 
of the Higher Powers, to which Damnation is moſt plainly 
threatned in the Holy Scripture ; finding therefore by Diſcourſe 
Tith Mr. Nelthrop, who ſent for me When he was in our 
County Priſon, that the Ring-leaders of the late Rebellion chiefly 
relied upon the Principles of the late Author of Julian the Apos 
ſtate, for the JuSlificatian of their Treaſonable PraGices againſt 


His preſent. MajeSfty, whom God preſerve ; I thought it proper. 
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cauſe it fully , and I bope canvincin gp rejere'd that Pernicious 
Prmcgh hl ſuggeſted by the "Author of that Book. Vir. 

oo may defendby Fogce.of Arn, their 
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PH ligion's % once thus EStabliſhed , they 
© may 6 rn a perſecuting Julian,even when He is their Laws 
ts Wi Sovereign, as if-he were aMid-night Thief , or a 
ber... Ngw though tel Rebels cannet 
d and H nh ie fl SanFuary here ſeeing 
& Goodneſs of ii? gracious Sovereign as 
"24 vs by Law Eſt 
bliſhed, as ever they enjoyed ; yet ſmee this is become their chief 
Plea, and their laſt refuge, and ſeeing the plain conſequences of 
this Doftrine are moſt unchriftian and}; pernicious ,-1 ſubjon # 
this Sermon , where you will find this Propoſt ttion oppoſed to it, 
(AizDIefs Sod Tawfid for ny Sobjefiero\rake che Sward? 
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R 9.19"; ; 
The Powers that be are ordained of God. 


Ince this is a moſt certain.truth which ſhineth with the brighteſt e- 
vicence of Reaſon, and of Revelation, That Godis naturally the 
Sovere:gn Lord, and Emperor of the whole world, the: King of a/lthe viii. ao :. 

Earth ;, The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords g Seeing; he is exal- i Ci.on ; 
ted as head above all, and Kergnerth over all, and hath decreed that all Doms: ' i: !2- 
nions ſhall obey, and 'ferve him : Seeing he 'is the only Porentate, andthe mojt _ 7- 27 

 Highy who Raleth inthe Kingdom of men,. it follows by the cleareſt Conſe- we 
Þ deem” ar all Authority, and all the Power of Humane Governours mult be 
nbordinate unto him ; and 1mpartec by him, that they are all the Delegares, 4:45y9:,R4 

. Vicegerents, or, as St. Paul here ſtyles them, the Officers, and Miniſters of 13: 4.45 

God, And ſeeing no man can lay claim to an Interiour, and Dependant 7* =** "- 

Office and Juriſdiction, or regularly exerciſe that Power but by Commiſli- 

on, and Appointment of a Szperior Power in whom that- Juriſdiction doth 

originally refide, it follows that no Earrhly Porenrates, who in the exerciſe 

of the ſupremeſt of their juriſdictions mult be Inferior to, and Dependant 

on the King of Kings, can be inveſted with Power over other men but by - 

Commiſſion from, and by appointment of that God who is the King of all the | 

Earth ; and that they all have Reaſon teconfeſs with David, Thine,Q Lord, 1 Chr. 25. 

3s the Kingdom, Now becauſe the acknowledgment, and firm belief, that 

this is the true Fountain and Original of Humane Power , . doth moſt 

- effectually tend toenforce that due Subjeftion and Obedience to it, which 

is ſoneceſlary to be preſled in this Age of FaCtionsand Rehellions, that We 

knowing whoſe Authority our Rulers have,mnayfaithfully ſerve, honour,and bumbly 
obey them in him,and for him ; and that the Adrnifter of God may alſo be enga- 
to exerciſe that Power with which by God he is intruſted, as-moſt con- 

" duceth to Gods'Glory, That kzowing whoſe Miniſter he is, he may above 

all things ſeek his Honour and Glory. | theretore judge it. proper to- inſiſt: 

upon this SubjeQ, which I ſhall proſecute with plainnels and Sincerity 5 

endeavouring to ſhew, ; 

1. What are the Powers mentioned in my Text. 

H. In what Senſe they are ſaid to be ordained by God. : 

111. What Evidence there is from Reaſon and from Scripture, that 
they are his Ordinance, And, 

IV. What improvement may be made of this: Doctrine. 


And 


FAD, | 8, * : © | 2 
7 nd Firſt, Men willing to diſpute themſelves into Rebellion, have been 
ſoCritical, and Nice as todiſtinguiſh here betwixt the Power, and the Per. 
ſon who is inveſted with it, confeſling that indeed the Office of Magiſtracy 
is the Ordinance of God, but denying that the Magiſtrate or Perſon who 
doth execute the Office, is his Ordinance. Fond and Abſurd ! For it is as if 
I ſhould diſtinguiſh the Office of the Majoralty of: Sarum from the Mayor of 
Sarnm, which Office neither is nor can be exerciſed but by a Mayor, and 
mult be a bare name without him, and ſhould ſay, that the Hajoralty of Sa- 
rum is the Kings Ordinance, but that the Aayor of Sarum is not ſo. More- 
over | 
Secondly, The word here uſed is Powers,not Power in the ſingular,whereas 
no inſtance can be given in Scripture,and no aſeticy of Speech allows, that 
the Auzrhority abſtraCtly taken ſhould be ſo fpokenoff..- And, - | 
Thirdly, The Authority, abſtrafted from the perſon - Authoriſed , cah 

never be theſubjeCt of whatis here aſcribed to the Powers ; for we cannot 
reſiſt, or yield obegience to the Hagiftracy, but by. reſiſting, or obeying 
him who is a Magiſtrate. Authority in the abſtraft, where there is none to 
exerciſe it, c2nnot be feared, nor can it give us pra/e for doing well, nor be 
a terror,or an Avenger of wrathro him that doeth evilzit cannot receiveCyſtom, - 
Tribute, or challenge fear, or honor it therefore cannot. be the bare Awho- 
rity, but only Authoriſed perſons to whom theſe: duties are enjoyned, -and 
theſe effetts aſcribed. ; ' 

© = Fourthly, As if, St. Paul had attually deſigned to obviate this fond eva-' 
' ion, he himſelf thus interprets the Powers to be the Ralers, and: the X45. 
. nifters in whom the Power is lodged ; for thus he ſpeaks, Let every ſoul be ſnb- 
Jett to the higher powers, for Rulers ave not a terror to good: works, but to the 6- 
vil. And again, Wilt thou not be afraid of the Power, do that which is good,and 
thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame, for ke is the Miniſter of God to thee for 
"Good 


_ Fifthly,St. Peter plainly doth enjoin obedience-to the Prince,who is inveſted 
with-this power for the Lords fake, whoſe Miniſter he is ; ſaying, Be ſueb- 
jedt «; 1" pet pared of man for the' Lords ſake: —— to the King as St- 
preme. An WOE h | 9:4 
" alle, The deſign of the Sacred Writers of the Gofpel was undoubtedly 
-to ſecure the peace and quiet- of the world, 'to forbid all Reſi#arce of the 
Higher Powers, and to ſtop the mouths of thoſe ignorant and foolifh. men, 
-who repreſented Chriftianity as prejudicial anto the Powers then: in being, 
and apt to make diſturbance in the State 3- but if they laid no obligation on 


" the Chriſtian to ownrthe Powers then' in being as Gods:Qrdinance, but only 


£0 acknowledge.in the General, that -Czval Government is from God, how 
.conld their Doctrine anſwer theſedeſigns, ſeeing it leaveth men at liberty 
to reſiſt all whoare inveſted with Authority, and by ſo doing to diſturb con- 
tinually the peace and'quiet of the-world ?- ' That therefore men. ſhould 
ſtriiggle againſt ſuch ſhining! evidence of truth, may tempt as to ſuſpect, 
that they were as averſe from yielding due ſubjeRtion to the mord of God,;;a5 
they were from conplying ' with the Commands of - their Swperi- 
Drs.- Secondly, 


..» Secondly, Fon rplientien of the firſt. pasticular, 1 add,that the Powers 
here mentions ; nat. be.extended to Vſurped Powers, or ſuch as have _ 
Bo Legal Title, in Fog unto thoſe who have Juſt Title, though by the 
Prevalenceof ;an V/wrper they are unjuſtly kept from the- enjoyment of 
their Right... For were this ſo, Might would give Right, and every proj- 
perons Rebel would by that very ACt commence God's Ordinance, and ſo be 
both a Rebel againft God, and yet be his Yicegerext- too ; nor would men 
of becauſe they are the Higher Powers,but be the Higher Powers becauſe they 
rule, : | 
Moreover, what is Uſurpation but the aſſuming of a Power, to which,he 
that ufurps it, hath no lawful call,and no juſt title ; fince then the ordinati- 
on of that God, who is the Soverezgn of the world, 'muſt be a lawful call, 
and give the perſon thus ordained, a Legal Title to be his Fjcegerent, it fol- 
lows fram the very natureof theaCt, that the Uſurper can not be. Gods Or- 
dinance. When the U/urper doth begin his V/wrpation by taking of the- 
Swerd, or wreſting it out of the hands of him who bears-it by Commiſſ- 
on from God, he muſt unqueſtionably be the Keſiter of Gods Ordinance 3 . 
how therefore can ſucceſs in his reſiſtance render him the Power ? Is:it not. 
ſtrange that he who purchaſeth damnation by reliſting, by the ſame. at, . 
and by the higheſt aggravation of ir, even the depoſing of his lawful Prizce, 
ſhould; purchaſe a juſt title to Dominion ? | en 

Thirdly, Eauld an Uſurped Pollefſion create a Right: to Government, . 
were it ſakficienr to render the V/uper Gods Vicegerent and his Ordinance, 
thaygh he doth jyſtle out:the lawful Succeſſor, then muſt all Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions to preſerve the Government in the Right Line, and to condemn- 
all V/axparions made upon.it, become void, as. being Laws enacted ro diſ- 
approve,condemn and to relilt Gods Ordinance,and all our Oaths of yielding 
Faith and True Allegiance tothe Kings Heirs, and Lawful Succeſſers, and of 
_ Aefending them unto. the outmoſt of our Powers againſt all Uſurpers whatſoever, . 
muſt be unlawful oaths. So plainly doth this:Doctrine tend unto the diſlo- 
lation of our Government. | pj hab 

Fourthly, A man may poſlibly uſurp Dominion: againſt Gods own ap- 
pointment, and deſignation of another perſon tobe the Ruler of his peo-- 

e. Thus was it in the caſe of Abſalom, for ail the-mer of Iſrael thoſe him 2 Sam. 16. 18 
m oppoſition to David; they anointed him over them, and-yet the Holy Chap. r9. wo. 
Ghoſt darh forty. times ſtyle David King, . during the Uſurpation of his 
Son, but never doth vouchſafe that tit!e to Rebellions Abſalom ; wherea 
if ſuch an Uſarpation could have rendred him Gods Ordinance, then- mult-. 
He Regs at the ſame time againſt , and yet according to Gods Ordi-. 
ANCE. | | | 

Fifihly, Certain it:is the Pope did long V/ſurp, and aCtually- poſſeſs, and 
exerciſe a power aver molt of the European Kings. and Kingdoms : If then-- 
bareUſurpation would render any man the Ordinance of God, | know not- 
how we coulddiveſt him of that Title, . or throw of his Toke without reſiſt- 
ing of the Higher Powers. And therefore to conclude this - firſt particular, 

. we by theHigher Poers,are to-underſtand,The Per fons lawfully intutled to their 
Governmept, | T0 


AVE. LY] Pr oi 
Head. To the nextenuiry viz. fri what ſenſe are theſe perſons faid *5-b6 or. 
dainedby God, T anſwer negatively that they cannot'be* ſyuppoſedto behiere 
ſtyled his Ordinance, only by virtue of Gods eventnal, and 'permiſſive pro- 
vidence,. for ſo all things maſt be acknowledged to be-of *Gods appoint- 
ment, which were foreſeen, but not prevented by him':+ The Rebel who 
Refiſts Gods Ordinance, as well as the Superiour Powers Which are here ſtyled 
'lis Ordinance, the Uſurper and' the Legal Princemuſt 4#' this ſenſe be "e- 
pally ordained of God. Theſe Higher Powers, therefore-mult be called 
s AxTxm , Gods Edit, Conſtinticn, Ordinance, as being by his Inſti-' 
tution inveſted in their Dignity, and Office, and as being men who act by 
virtue of his Commiſſion, Word, and Precept. Which will be farther e- 
vident,if. we conſider, © dk a * L 
* *1: Fhlatevery Soul is here'commanded to be fabjet to the Higher Pow- 
ers, 4.e.to yield a free,intire,ative obedience tothem inall lawful things ; 
now as no Subject can be ba to yield: obedience to-an Inferior Magi- 
ftrate, but as he is by virtue of Commiſſion from his Prizce impowered to be 
a Magiitrate ; fo neither can the Subjects of the King of Kings, which we all 
natnrally are, be bonnd to yield Subjection to any as bis Miniſters, unleſs 
they have received Commiſſion from him ſo to be: PROC F815 - 3QUI8 TS] 
2. The #igher Powers muft be obeyed, ſaith our Apoſtle; for Conſci- 
exce Sake:Now nothing buta Law.of God can bmd rheConſcience;and there- 
E fore there muſt be ſome Law of God inveſting the Szperior with that Antho- 
| rity we are commanded to obey for Conſcience ſake. | | 
3. The Higher Powers 'are here ſaid to be 'the Miniſters 'of 'God t0 us 
for Good , and to be rerrors ro the Evil Doer : Now by'experience we find 
the Providence of God doth not fo order matters as to make them at all 
times and in all places , aQually fo; the Perſecuting Emperors, to omit 
many ,others, being a Terror, to the beſt of men, and even thoſe Higher 
' Powers, -which then obtained, when this EpiftIEwas indited,being Promo- 
ters, and Encouragers of the moſt Barbarons lmpieties , they - muſt be 
therefore ſtyled che Miniſters of God for Good, &c: becauſe by him they are 
I ordained, and pofitively appointed for that end. + | ; 
uz, bow *But yetit ſtill remains a'queſtion, how theſe Higher Powers do becorhe 
Highty Gods Ordinance, how his Commiſſion is derived, his Ordination doth deſ- 
Evers become © cend upon the Individual Perſon, ſoasto render him the Perſon by God or- 
94s Ori <dained to exerciſe that power which is here ſaid tobe of God. To which 
= enquiry 1] anſiver negatively, | S212 IGHU 
_ "R Firſt, That 1 cannot fay that God doth now, as in'the caſe of Saul and 
necatively na; D#vid, and other Rulers of his people 1ſrael, appoint, and * nominate the 
-by Gods imme- Perſon who ſhall ſway the Scepter in any Nation of the World. I know 
azate defign- moChriſtian Princes who'pretend'to: hold their Empires by this claim. | We 
ſee by plainexperience God doth not interpoſe in this extraordinary man- 
| ner inthe Elettion or Conſtitution of Speriors. The Powers then in being, 
when theſe words were written, hadno ſuch appointment, but wereelect- 
ed by the Roman Army, 'or choſen, 'and confirmed by the” Serare, and yet 
they are expreſly ſtyled Gos Ordinance, and therefore an immediate ap- 
pointment 


- pointment or defignation of the Perſon by God cannot be neceſſary to ret- 
der any Prince Goas Ordinance. Nor, | RS 
— Can Iaffirm that God hath plainly determined in his word, or 

by the light of nature, what ſpecies, or kind of Government. ſhall be ſet 

up in any Nation : Whether the Government ſhall be adminiſtred by one, 
or more, be that of Hfonarchy, or Ariſtocracy. This only I aver, (1) That 
in the Scriptures, and in the #;ſtory of Gods own people, .we find no other 
kind-of Government approved of, or thought fit to be ſet up by God, but 
that of Monarchy, which is a great preſumption that, generally ſpeaking, 
this of all other ſpecies is the beſt, as well as the moſt Ancient form of Go- 

' verniment ; and( 2.) That by the Providence of God in making the firſt 

Government Paternal, and eſtabliſhing the Succeſſion in the line of David,it 
ſeems highly probable, that He approved not ſo well of an Eleve, as a 
Succeſſive Monarchy, and therefore when the people mutinouſly asked a King, 

God ſuffered not them to chuſe him, but the Lord anointed Saul, and ſaid this 1 Sam. g. r7. 
ſame ſhall reign over my people. In Fndah never was a popular Election, and 10+ 1- 
when in the diſturbed times of //racl the people took upon them to make 

Kings, God complains of it by his Prophet ſaying, They have ſet up Kings, Ho. 8. 4. 
but not by me,They have made Princes and 1 kyew it n0t.But poſitively Iauſwer, 

Firſt, That it is God who hath in General ordained Government, He *: —_ » That 
hath made man a ſociable creature, and hath endowed him with Inclinations ,;; rar, 6 
to preſerve himſelf, and all that doth belong unto him, and ſo hath laid 2d Government. 
upon him aneceſlity of his Submiſſion to ſome Power which ſhall govern, * 
and ſhall preſerve him from Injuſtice, or ſhall revenge the Injuries which 
he receives from others. | 

Moreover we cannot doubt, but that the Juſt and Righteous God would 
haveall injuries and wrongs repreſſed and cured, that the God of Peace 
would have his Creatures live in Peace and Quietneſs ; and therefore the 
Apoſtle having exhorted, that Supplications, Prayers, and Interceſſions be mage * Tim. 2. r, 
for Kings, and all that arein Authority, that we may lead a quiet, and peaceabls ' 223+ 
life in all G ray and honeſty, he adds that T8To «gAov, this is good, this is | 
naturally Honeſt, and this is acceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour. Now 
ſucha peaceable and quiet life, ſuch aredreſs and reſtraint of injuries com- 
mitted, cannot be expetted without a Keeper of the Peace, and an Ayen- 
ger of wrongs, that is, a Zaziſtrate, without whom we mult all be 1/naels 
" to one another, and have Each man his hand againſt bis Brother, and every 
man muſt beAccuſer, Judge, and Executioner in his owncauſe. | 

Again, God inhis Wiſdom ſo contrived the Production of Mankind that 
all who came into the world by derivation from our Father Adam, ſhould 
not come abſolutely free into it, but ſabjet, when Paternal Governmert 
obtained, to that, and whenit was advanced to Regal, ſhould be born 
ſubjets to ſome Prince or other ; and henceall Nations have by the light of 
Nature been guided toadmit of Government, and God doth in his Moral | 
Law command Inferiorsto honour and obey Superiors, and therciore doth | R 
ſuppoſe them under ſagh an Order and Conftitution by the Law of Na- 
ture. CEE | 


[>| -=j econdly, 


e. That God in Siriprure hath declartd what Secondly. , God hath, declared in Soiptare , and 
power ſhall belong t0'Govergars,. = = NOI AT vid ence ov A from. the Lies e 


* Xp15 aurapyye—map' bxaive vi 7256 ne eare,. what Power ſhall belong to this his 0741. 
Cum) 56 2 As, iy lexapes nance, That his Immediate Yicegerents upon Earth 
Exz6s Thy eerie 3r,dNogew, I maw, ſhall have * the Power of the Sword. + He bears 
2" y, 7% 988 is dinmouy , Epiphan. the Sword, ſaith our Apoſtle, nor without this can 
Her. 40. Set: 4.p: 294. 'C, he become the 2dniſter. of Wrath, or Executioner 
t Rom. 13 4: , of Pengeence upon Evil Doers : To be Supreme, and 
have the Sword of Juſtice , muſt therefore be acknowledged to be terms 
Synonymons ; hence naturally lows the Power of Executing Juſtice for the 
repairing of the Injured Perſon , and the avenging of the wicked, for the 
preſerving of the Publick Peace , for the Protection of the Innocent; on 
which accounts the Kyler is here called, The Minifter of God to us for Good; 
the Terror of the wicked, is ſaid to be appointed, and commiſſionated for 
x Pet. 2.14. the Avenging Evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. Hence 
| in him muſt reſide the Power of making War and Peace, that being only 
Power of weilding, and of putting up the Sword. Hence alſo is it that 

no-man jultly can reſiſt this Ordinance , becauſe he cannot do it, but by 
| taking of that Sword which is peculiar to the Higher Powers. W hence 
+ Tr: verbo B2- Suidasfrom an Þ Heathen Dio doth inform us.that BXx&IAtio, Royal $ overeignty, 


O16. is * ozgx4 cveurtubuvos, a Government without Controwl,it is &vT «py, an inde- 
* grar. 3. # *pendant Government faith || Sophocles z it is abſolute, and uncontroulable 
R910. faith * Marcus Aurelius. Moreoyer 


po 44-%  Godalſo hath ordained, that all 1zferior Powers in his Realm ſhould be 


* 4p4d Ziphi- commiſſionated by the King, and aCt in a dependance on lim ;-hence are 

lin. they faid to be 3' avTY 7£un7ouev!, men fear by him. And what can be more 

2 Pet. 2:14. eyident than. that all Streams muſt Iſſue from the Fountain of Aurhoriry, arid 
| all Infcricr Powers derive from the Superior? 

FN4wor pxoy- Thwrdly,He hath ordained, that his ImmeatateYicegerent ſhould | give being 

Tos #2290, Plu- toall Laws which do obtain within his Kingdom, and that his SubjeRs 

earch ad prin- ſhould yield Obedience to him in all Lawful Matters, according to the Te- 

cip. indoctum. ' or of theſe Precepts, Bet every Soul be ſubjeft to the Higher Powers ; Be ſub. 

| Jett to every Ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; Putthem in mind to be ſub. 

Jeet to Principalitiesand Powers, And 1ince a Law, according to the trueſt 

definition of it, 1s the declared will of the Superior, obliging Subjetts ro Obedi- 

ence, the Power of making Laws mult nltimately reſide in the Sperior, and 

every Subject muſt owe Obedience to his commanding Power in all Lawful 

Pſal. &o. 7, Matters. Judah is my Lawgiver, ſaith God ; heis my King, ſay both the Yul- 

gar, and the Seventy; inſinuating that he alone whois a King can have the 

Power to make Laws, though others may aſliſt him to conſult about them, 

| when itis his pleaſure to convene them for that End ; and therefore he is 

} In Novel. 12. by the Gloſs upon the || Novels ſtyled, The Father of the Laws;and though he be 

'&. 4- abliged in Conſcience to yield Obedience to the Laws of God and Nature, 

2 3 12 yet feeing no man can impoſe @ Law upon himſelf, 

#*O Baonds Tots vigurs 3% UmoxeTatl, that muſt be true which the *:Civi/zars declarezThar 


{Baſic 4,5 8 gant | ow legibos the King cannot be ſubjett to his own Var 
| oblige 


ſerv. 30. 


: | (xz TJ} XIX 
obliged, 40; obſerve' them on-any other; ſcore-than: that. of Equity , oe : 
+ z or of engaging: others to. obſerve. them: by his _ ; #1] 
Faurthly , God hath- ordained that: his Yicegerert, aCting by his Power, 
ſhould be feared and-honoured, and that he may be able to-diſcharge: his 
Office, he hath-declared Cuftom, and Tribute to. be due unto him, for cbere- 

fore pay we Tribme, ſaith St, Paul, becauſe they. are the Minifters.of God; ;at- 
rending'on this very thing. Render therefore unto all their dues, Tribare to whom 
Tribute is due, Cuſtom towhom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom 
Honour : So that when any manobtainsa Legal Title to Supremacy of Power 
heis by virtue of Gods Ordinance, and his Appointment inveſted with all 
theſe Prerogarives of Power, and our ſubjeftionto him doth imply our Ob- 
ligation to perform thoſe duties. 

' Thirdly, God having in the General appointed Government, annexing to 3- The Gover. 
it theſe Prerogatives, that this his Ordinance may not be vain and fruitleſs, 29s ſhould be 
as it would neceſlarily be, ſhould no particular Perfon or Perſons be e- = re; wa” 
lefted to.it, or be inveſted with that Governmem,he muſt have conſequently x, 5 h_ 
ordained, that every Nation or Kingdom ſhould admit of, pitch upon, or nftguted 
conſtitute ſome Perſon or Perſons to exerciſe his Government among them, {#9.!d be owned 
becauſe by virtue of this General Rule or Command given to. all States, © '*®. 
that there ſhall be a Government among them, no man can claim to be the 
Power more than others, nor are the people by it tyed to yield ſubje&ion 
to this man rather than to that z- wherefore that- this appointment con- 
cerning Magiſtracy may not be fruitleſs but obtain its end, God/muſt have 
laidan Obligation on people, who are. to be governed, to do thoſe ations 
which will appropriate unto ſome Perſon or Perſons the Superior Power, and 
give to him, or them, a Property, and a peculiarity in that Relation. 

Where therefore there is none who antecedently can claim a Title, as in 
Eleftive Kingdoms, hemuſt oblige them to the choice of ſuch ; and where 
there is, as in Succeſſive Kingdoms, he mult oblige them to yield him aCtu- 
al Poſſeſſion of his Right and due Subjettion. - For as our: Lords appointment 
in the General immediately by himfelf , or mediately by his Apofles, that 
Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons ſhould preſide within his Church, and per- 
form all the Eccleſtaftical Offices belonging to it, is an appointment that 0- 
thers ſhould, upon their failing, be choſen and advanced unto thoſe Offices, 
ſo muſt Gods General Appointment of a ſtanding Civil Government be 
virtually an appointment, that when theſe Mortal Governours do fail by 
death, or þy extinction of the ſucceeding Line; there ſhould be others to 
ſucceed them. | | 
Fourthly, the Perſon thus appointed, though by the act.or the conſent 
of men that ſucha Perſon ſhall be their Lawfil Prince, as in Elettive King- 
doms ; or that his Heirs, and Lawful Succeſſors ſhall ſway the Scepter toall 
fature Generations,as in Succeſſive Kingdoms, is really Gods Ordinance, and 
not. the peoples, becauſe this their conſent is given by- virtue of a:Rule 
and Warrant from God, and therefore hath the ſtamp of. his Authority up- 


ON it. And becauſe. it is God, and'not the: people, who confers the Privi- 
H 2 leges 


ALLIES "87 NED 
leges and'the Prerogatives upon him which follow from that aft, they only 
namethe Perſon, as.a' Corporation doth the 2ayor, but he receiveth: his 
Authority rrom God, as doth the fayor from the Xing. Thus is it inthe - 
caſe of Biſhops, they are named by the King, and he appoints the bounds 
and limits of their Dioceſs, which netwithianding their Authority of r4- 
ling over their ReſpeCtive Djoceſs, and of ordaining Preſbyrers, and Deacons 
isintirely Gods Ordinance, and they derive it not from the Xizg or People, 
but from Chri/ft. And thus it is morefully in the caſe of Matrimony : For 
though God doth not in an immediate way = who ſhall be Zuband 
unto ſuch a woman, or Wife to ſuch a man, but leaves them to their li- 
berty tochuſe with whom they will unite in Conjugal Sociery, yet hath he 
ſolemnly ordained this as the only lawful way for propogation of our kind, 
and as the proper remedy for our incontinence; he alſo hath ordained what - 
Privilege,” Authority, and Duty, ſhall enfue upon the matrimonial Con- 
tract, and hath not left us free, after theſe Contracts are once made, to vi- 

\ olatethem ; and fo theſe Duties, and theſe Privileges do ariſe, not ſomuch 
from their Contra, as from Gods Ordinance concerning Matrimony, and 
upon this account it duly-is eſteemed a Divine, not Humane Ordinance. And 
having thus explained this Second- General, for farther confirmation of 

| it let itbe conſidered, | | | 

| (a) Append. Firſt, That thiswas the Conſtant Doftrine of the Ancient Heathen: : for 

| pp ' a) Manuel Comnenus tells us that 6: mxAou ono! TW pankdar oe 00m 

np 5 Xena Stomenov, the Wiſdom of the Ancients taught that Regal Power was 

'(b) Theogh, * Djviwe;, (b) 0 5 30s ſee CiAnes, Kings are from God,faith Heſiod: (c) Tit 

v. 96. I 6x Ride £ar, their Honour ſprings from bim, ſaith Homer : their Scepter is 
(c) U. B.v. 197. the Gift of Jove,a1 Coirtyv cxe zvao Totti, rothem he hath committed his own 

{0 m_ #5 Government ſaith (d) Callimachus. Whence they are often ſtyled the Sons 

 *uAO of Fove, not as deriving their Original, but Kngly honour from him, faith 

(9) In locum (e) Emſtachins, their Scepter and their Juriſdiction. The Regal Power, 

Jam citatum, faith Plerarch, is 9ts UTngeoia, the Miniftry of God: God, ſaith (f)T hemiftius, 

er.in.11.9.p. ſent it from Heaven to the Earth, 'twas $aov oy0.30, ſaith (g) Plato. He who 

ny. Exerts it bears Gods Image, ſaith (h) Diorogenes; and Dio Chryſo5tomedoth 

| ng -—2 y almoſt in the words of St. Paul, declare that he is, und 7B ways 965 

humanitate. TxxDic £4 TETo. Th tov » ordained by the Great God wnto this very 


&) Apud Sy- work. _— 
nef. orat. de Regno. (b) Apud Stob. Ser. 46. orat. 3.de Regno ad Trajamwm. 


Secondly, This alſo was the profeſſed Tenet of the Jews. The Book of 

wifd, 6.3. "Wiſdom dogmatically doth aſſert, That Power is given them fromthe Lord,and 

Sovereignty fromthe moſt High, and that they are Miniſters of his Kingdom, 

which Doctrine is ſo plainly and frequently delivered in the Old Teſtament, 

that-they who owned thoſe Sacred Records conld not doubt the- truth 

thereof. For there the Higher Powers are honoured with the very name of 
=p God, I have ſaid ye are Gods, Pſal. $2.1. which name they bore, faith 
John 10. 35. Gyriſt, becauſe the Wordof the Lord came unto them, 3. e, becauſe by his ap-, . 
pointment and Commandment they ruled, and by his Word did act; they 
are 


- 


moon 
are ſaid to be Kings for the Lord; to-be anointed to the Lord, or to hisſerviceg” © © | 
to be his Kings, attd bis Anointed'; and this is-alſo aid evenof Cyrus, an Hea- 2 Chron.'9. 8. | 
then Emperor. Their Thrones of Majeſty are ſtyled rhe Zords Throne, for —— | 
whereas in the Hiſtory of the Kings we" read that Solomon ſat upon. the 2 fer 
Throne of David his Father, inthe Book of Chroxicles we read thus, Then Eſa. 45. 2: | 
Solomion ſat-upon the Throne of the Lord ;, whereas the Queen of Sheba is intro- 1 Kings/2+ 12+} 
duced thus ſpeaking in the Book of Kings, Bleſſed be the. Lord God, who delighteth * Chron. 29+ | 
in thee to ſet"thee 0w-the Throne of 1ſrael.Her ſpeech is thus related in the book \ Tl an | 
of Chronicles, Bleſſed be the Lord God, who delighteth in thee to ſet thee on his 4 Al 
Fhrone ; their Kingdom is ſtyled the Kingdom of the Lord, the Throne of the 2 Chron. 9. 8. 
Kingdom of the Lord, his Kingdom. God doth expreſly ſtyle Nabuchadonoſor 7 Chron. 13.844 
his Servant, declares that he- gave him his Kingdom, - that he was: King of 8 C— 
Kings, becauſe.the Godof Heaven had given him a Kingdom, Power, Strength, Ts. _ WW 
and Glory. Moreover the Judgment exerciſed by men appointed for-thar Da. 5. 18. © 
work by Moſes, is ſaid to be Gods Judgment , and they who were commilſli- Deur.1.1541 
onated by the Higuer Powers, as were the Judges by 7ehoſophat, are ſaidto 2 Chron.19.5. 
judge not for man, but for the Lord.-- And he- is ſaid not only tbe with thenr pry g4.. 
in the Judgment, but even to ſtand in their Congregations, and to judge among 
them. It then theſe Higher Powers bear the name of "God becauſe fe hath - 
appointed them to rule, if they are Kings for the Lord, and anointed to do 
his Service, if both their 7 hrones, Kingdoms, and Judgments are the Lords, 
if h& doth rule and judge amongſt, and by them, they- muſt undoubtedly- 
be his Y icegerents, and his Ordinance. > 
_ Thirdly, This Do@trine is eſtabliſhed with a more ſhining evidence in the. 
New Teſtament for Firſt, my Text inexpreſs: words declares concerning . 
the then preſent Powerselected by the people, or the:Roman Army,confirm- 
ed by the Senate, that they were Powers ordained by Gods, and yet this be- 
ing their Originaland Title to the Government, they. could not otherwiſe- 
be ſtyled Gods Ordinance than. as all other Higher Powers do deſerve that - 
name. Moreover the 4po/te here affirming, thatthere- is no Power, and. 
conſequently that the then preſent :Governonrsienjoyed no Power; but-of 
God, ſufficiently inſinuates that even theſe Roman Emperors derived not: 
_ their Power from the Election of the people, or from the Confirmation of | 
the Senate, but from the Ordinanceof God ;, and were it otherwiſe, how could 
reſiſtance of their. Power be thereſiſtance of Gods Ordinance, -as is declared 
v. 2-7: Secondly, In theadminiſtration of their Government theyare declare@. 
to be the Officers, and Afiniſters of God; which Title muſt- demonſtrate God 
ro be the Author of their Miſſion,and Deputationto their Office:for the ſame - 
dependance that a Subordinate Magiftrate of State hath on his Sovereign for 
being his 44inifter, the Supreme Magiſtrate muſt have upon- God for being 
Gods Minifter : Now weall know that healone can be the Miniſter of a Prince, 
or State, whochath received a Commiſſion from them to att in their names, . - 
and therefore muſt confeſs that he who.is indeed Gods 24inifter,, muſt have- 
received a Commiſſion from God to att ihis name. —S , 
+ Fourthly, This Doctrine hath the concurrent-uffrage- of -all the/Fathers- 
of the Chriſtian Church, and hath been handed down unto us through the pu- Cer, x, 
| reſt 
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3 wple ©51) 5 Tal hges-of its 17m bale fearehe: King,ofaythe Apofier, Confrnnions; be- 
davis, L7. Sarfrons war God'z; And honour theſe. who arevommiſhoratedby him 
FF. as tbe Adinifters : 2 5:8 7 112169 10-2mont F 607 Fo nate 
ent. 2. (bh) Irenext:in the Second Century, having been very copions in proving this 
F)L.5.c. 247- aſſertion from the Holy: Scriptures, concludes his whole diſcourſe with 
E. , thisexpreſſion, 3x winſe-Command they wr born men, by his Comprand they like 


- Ly 


> 4-2 1 Tie areordained Kings. 1 oO on, + 1957] 
ent. 3. © | {Jo fheithird Century (i) Theophius ſpeaks thus, 7 adare theerne God, know. 
1) Ad Antoly- ing that by him the King is ordained ; he is A man vt0 es TYPeyjmavG- appointed 
wn.1. 1. Þ.76. by God, being in a manner intruſted with the Government of God. You have re. 
GS 0 cerved the Kingdom from above,ſaith(k) Atbenagoras in. his Oration to Aurelius, 
We x P18 ' and his Sen,Commodus. ,. We adore that: God; laith (1),Dionyſms of Alexandria, 
nds Kaxdpes Wh0 hathcommireed the. Gaver ument unto Valerian.and Galienus. Thence is the 
mu Avo28 THY Emperor faith(m) Tertullian,whence is the Man;and from him he derives his Pow. 
Ba("aiie U-. er-frommhom he bathreceived his Breath ;; he is the man whom our God chuſeth, 
mp5, P- 17: 2nd ſo muſt be beloved by the Chriſtian, who knows he is appointed by God, and 
Avad Eu- ; hat he. tnakes them Governours over the Nations, 6, 
7:1 ERR 
.7.c.11. (m),4pol.F. 33.ad Scap.c.2.', 


ent. 4. _ In the fourth Century Con#antins the Emperor, although an Arian, was 
n) Apud 4- owned by(n) Hoſws,(o) Athanaſms,and: four other Biſhops,as one who hadre- 
hanaſ. Epiſt. ceived from God the'Expire. The High God hath committed unto you the Ems 
ad folit. vitam |;,. , faith Firmicus + There, i "n0:»Power but what is ordained of God , 
=P faith Boſdl. in Plal. 32.:and! (:p;) Epiphavins: from this  Doltrine thus 
Wbo.82:. confirmed-ſach inferences do naturally flow as lay immoveable foundations : 
[p)Deerrore of Loyalty, SubjeCtion, and Qbedience to the Higher Powers, and cut off 

profan. Relig. 21] pretences.of Phanatick Spirits todiſturb the peace. And, _, | 
Infor. ey << Are Magiſtrates the Ordinance of God, do they derive their Power and 
*'*  <« Authority, from him, | and: at ashis/Vicegerents ? then evident it is that 

<« they:do not derive-their:Power from ths People, or act by virtue of a- 
<& ny /Pawer.intruſted in them,” or:canferred upon them by the People, but 

& by the Power. of that God who: is the Fountain of all Government: 

« Which will be further evident, af. we conſider, 

Firſt, That the 4agjſtrate-is here expreſly tiled, the Avenger of Wrath, 

zng by St -Perer.is declared:ta be the man who-doth-commiſſion others for 

| the -avergrng. of .1the Evil Doer:,, now ſeeing God exprefly challengeth the 
Deut. 32. 35. Jr of executing recompence and vengeance to himfelf, ſaying, ro me belon- 
Rom. 12. 19. geth recompence and wengeance ,uengeauce i mine,1 will repay it ; no man can be 
inveſted with thac Power but by Commiſſion , *Deputation , and Warrant 
from.the God of: Vengeance; and ſo the Higher Powers can only exerciſe it 
by virtue of aright derived:from him::: Again, ſeeing all private. Perſons 

. are forbidden 90 avenge themſelves:, ſeeing they are. commanded to recom- 
penſe to no man evil for evil , they. cannot give that Power to another which 
they have not received from Gad , and which they are not Authoriſed by 
him, but-rather are forbidden to exert 3 and-ſo-the Afegiitrate- cannot = 
rationally 


| "THC nt | 
rationally Wppeſed: toi negaive his Power rfrom\them,z and this frems , 
Written wich-a. nn bean:in Hhale. mords 'of our: 1n4He acmhere. ofthe © 
Adagiſtrate;. he Taithy Heir the doniſteraf Gan 23 he: Average of . apr ach tg hing 
that dath evil; behold. He. is rhe Miniſter of: G94 , -a0$1 9h, the Peopley and 
his VindiQive Juſtice npon evil doers, is thereforeto be feared,..,9:5'40 
Noxrords im, becauſe He, in the execution of it,5c the Minifter of. God. If 
it be faid in Anſwer to this Argument, that every man has a Natural-Right 
to defend! his. own:Life; by taking away, the Lafe-of any man -who- doth 
1njuriouflyaflault it, this therefore. he may. part. with to his Prince/',. and 
by ſo doing give. him-the Power of Life and-Death. 1 Anſwer;, that'it is 
exceeding evident , that no man doth make over ſuch, a Right unto his 
Prince; for had he done it by owning himſelf ſabject to his Goverament, 
no. Subject. could defend his Life.from the Aſſauits of /T;hieves, -and Rob- 
bers, or other bloody Perſans, without aſſuming what. they: had-givento 
their Sovereighs ; ſince therefore: Subjects... do: retain, this; Right: as fylly 
under Civil Governments, as in a.Kate of nature, they, cannot be ſuppoſed 
by ſubmiſſion: to their Governors to have abandoned y; or parted with that 
Right, which doth ſo fundamentally deſtroy the vain pretence , that its 
needleſs to add more in confutation of it. ns 
Secondly, The'Spreme Governor, ſaith, the Apofple, ; bears the Smera;;that - ..:. 
is,: he' hath the; Power of Lite and. Death. ./ Now, ſeeing God hath-Taid to 
every private man ,. tho fhalt not kzil ,zand fince he; hath;not givento,auy 
man the Power to diſpoſe of his own:lite, or te commit. /elf-amriber, or Y 
to conſent that, any one that, will ſhaf murther im ;. ſeeing, 'fis- evident ; 
from Reaſon that.no.man-can-confer that Powerion- another ,which he hath 
not received, it follows, that the Peaple 3: who iy or 4 OYVEL 
their own Lives," cannotimpatt it'tothe ddagifFrete.. He the ore mulf 
receive it wholly from thatGod/wha giveth uatoall men.ate and;Breath, 
and therefore hath the Sarerciga: Right to be. the ſole diſpaler of them. Acts 17. 25. | 
And ſure that God who breatheth into man the Breath of Life z. muſt have 
the fole Dominion over his own Production; [this Dominion conſegnently 
can be communicated, to none, but: thoſe to-whom: by, him; it, is commugica- 
ted; to the Magiſtrate it is committed byithat Law of: (od which puts!the 
Sword into: his hand to cut off evil doers ;/ and-if /the-Reople,, @r. any;0> 
thers will challenge the like Power, they muſt ſhew the like Charter ; and 
if they cannot do ſo, as without doubt: they-cannot ,, this is ſufficient to 
diſproveall their pretences to give this Power. tg another. And ſure [amthat 
St. Panl knew: of. no Sword Bearer, belides #he- 2daniſter of. Gog.z,-yor-did | 
St. Peter know of any who conld wield it, 65 ax3{watC; i xaueaniar, for 1Pet.. 13,145 
the avengingievil doers, but. 01 F078; TRUE; thoſe whowere lent 
by the Commiſſion of .the Supreme Pawer \{ortoide..' 0b : 
And whereas from St.Zcter it is objected-agaialt this inference, That even ObjeHion. 
the King, or Supreme Power:is by him dtiled an Humane Orajnazce ,,or Hy- 1 Yet. x. 13. 
maenc Crearure; and hence-it is condudedz; that-he: is the. Ordinance of. man, | 
deriveshis Power from the Prople:3:and therefore: is accoyntable-ta-them 
if he abuſe the Power :ſo:received fromthem.;: > i :; * n 
; | | To 


| 174 pan _ : 
Anſwer 1, © ©To*this | anſwer 4/(r:) That St Peror cannot be' rationally deemed'by 
this expreſſion todeny:the #ightr Powers to be'the Ordinance-of -God, fot 
'then' he" tmuſt aſſert what is the-plaineſt* contradiction to St. Pauls, who, 
25 you have already heard; expreſly ſays they are God's Ordinance , the 
: Miniſters of God, the Officers of God, and whoſoever doth reſiſt theſe Powers 
xefiſts' the Ordinante of: God. He -alſo maſt expreſly ' comtradi&- the 
-Dodctrine of the Old Teſtament, which hath as-fully-, and more fre- 
quently declared, -not'only of the' Kings 'of- 1ſracl 'and/Fudah, but of an 
Heathen Cyrus, atid Nabuchodpnoſoy, thatthey did rule by his Commiſſion 
ard Appointment, and that their Thrones , Kingdoms, and. Judgments 
were the Lords. (2.) He by immediate conſequence muſt” contra- 
di his own avowed Doctrine in this very place, where he requires all 
Chriſtians tobe ſubjeCt to this Humane Ordinance for the Lords Sake, and 
Gutof Conſtiencerowards God:; for where the Power we ſubmir to is not 
the Ordinance of God, there can be no SubjeCtion due unto .it from Conſci- 
lence rawards God ;" where he hath given no Authority to'/govern, there .can 
be no SubjeCtion for the Lords Sake z and where he giveth-an Authority to 
* govern, the' Government: derived from his Authority muſt be his Ordi- 
.nance. ; | 
Aaſwer 2. - Whereas itis fiferced from: this expreſſion, That the Higher Pbwers deri- 
wing from the-people, -muſt be accountable ro them, if they abuſe the 
Power | ſo received,” this" Inference- makes the 4poſtle like an unskilful 
Builder, -pull down that very Fabrick, which he inteuded to ere : for his 
deſtgnis oarty this, To teach all Chriſtians, by SubjeCtion to the Higher 
Powers, even when they ſuffered from them wrongfutly, and for the Sake of 
Righreonfaeſs,' to-approve thetnſelves the Servants' of God,. and by wel 
Wor rs pur oe jence the Igiotance of Fooliſh Men,: and wipe off the aſperſions 
| of Rebelliois Principles, or prattices: which they had caſt upon them, and \ 
For which they were'wont #0 ſpeak apainſt them as Evil Doers. Now can it 
tbe ſuppoſed, that whilſt he-was in Proſecution of this good deſign,he ſhould 
tell theſe Chriſtians, 'that' though- he called the King © uUmtoexa!, the Sus 
preme Power, yet they wereabove him; though he required their SabjeCtion 
to him, yet he thought fit'at the ſyme time to let them know he was their 
-Creatur@ and if hedid not rule, as they would have him, muſt de accoun- 
table, and therefore ſubjeU to them. Was ſuch a DoCtrine as this likely 
? to ſilence the Clamours raiſed againſt Chrift;anity? and therefore, 
Anſwer 3. This Ordinance may be ſtyled:Humane, with reſpect unto the ſubject, as 
x being exerciſed by; man-or*\with reſpect unto the objeft,. as being conver- 
fant about'men ; orwittyrefpect unto the end, as being for the [good and 
| Þenefit of mani,” as is the Office-of the Miniſtry, and'yer, as well as that, 
 amay beordained of God, and-beof a Divine Original. 
Anſwer g.. But laſtly, ſeeing it is confeſſed already, that God doth not immediate- 
| 1y appoint of nominate the Perſon whorſhall ſway the Scepter:in any Na- 
#107 of the werld at preſent-z that by: Gods General Ordinance concerning 
Government, and the-Prervogarives annexed to it, no man can:claimto be the 
Higher Powerover ſuch, orſucha'Naxion, but that in : all Eleftive Kingdoms 


At 


-— 


- 


| I7] | XIE 
- it is thechoice of thoſe who are concerned to chuſe a Governour, which _- -. | 
- givesto any mana property, and a peculiarity in that Relation. (1.) It is 2 
: acknowledged that they are alſo-in this ſenſe an nmane Ordinance,as being 
the Swperior Powers in thoſe Eleftive Kingdoms by virtue of the Peoples 
Choice, -and that it actually was thus in the Roman Empire, when theſe E- 
piftles were endited, the Empero-s being then choſen by the People , or the 
Roman Army, and confirmed by the Senate, and therefore being 1n that ſenſe 
an Humane Ordinance ;, but then it is as certain, that, being lawfully elefted, 
they became the Ordinance of God, and in the ſenſe explained, afted by Di- 
vine Authority. : | 
Hence it 1s evident that Subjects cannot lawfully attempt to take the [»ferexce 2. | 
Power from their Sovereign, or wrelt it from his hands, when he is legally | 
inveſted with it, becauſe they cannot take that from him, which not they, 
but God hath given him : For as it is in caſe of Marrimony the Woman by 
her own conſent becometh ſubjeCt to her Husband, and gives him the com- | 
mand over her Body , and yet ſhe by the Ordinance of Matrimony ts bownd, Rom. 5. 2. 
faith the Apoſtle , ro her Husband ſo long as he liveth; ſo though the People 
in an Ele&ive Kingdom, do become ſubject to ſuch a Governor by their con- 
ſent, yet by the Ordinance of God concerning Government, they are bound 
to be ſubject to their Prince,ſo long as he lives; and in Succeſſive Governments 
to Him and his Heirs,ſo long as they live. And ſince the Power cannot be wreſt- 
ed from him , but by that Sword which he receives, not from the People, 
but from God , he muſt be very well ſecured from all attempts of taking 
of this Power from him, without invading of that Power God hath given him. / 
Hence alſo doth it follow , (a) that none but I | 
God can judge the King, or call the Higher Powers Oey WAS; Frtr Arnie: Bal's- 
to account , for what they do ; for as no Perſon ;, 22) 75) nant Thy dpuly Yoarulrer 
can paſs judgment on the King's Viceroy, or queſti- wavras &mzilev, vas 39 dv wd's Ba(;mes 
on him for what he doth, but he from whom he «vas, Joſeph. Antiq. 1. 15. c. 14. api ® 
did receive that Charzfer; ſo can no Perſon judge, v7*Px/45 9 Ix05 H_— a” 
or paſs ſentence upon Goa's Vicegerents, but he by *PÞulin. excerpt. ex Dionus M. Aurelio, 
whom they are ordained to that Office : The reaſon is, becauſe par in parem | 
non habet poreftatem ;, he therefore only can paſs Judgment , and inflict pu- 
niſhment on any Perſon who is his Superior It being then a contradiction 
to aſſert that any upon Earth can be Swpertior to the Supreme, it muſt be al- 
ſoa contradiction to affirm, that any upon Earth | 
can judge, or inflict puniſhment upon him, or that (4) $916 Deo minor, Tertu!. ad Scap. c. 2 
the Higheſt Powers ſhould be obnoxious to co- poſt quem primus, Apo!.c.30. (c) Super 
ercion. Hence have the Fathers ſtill acknowledg- Imperatorem non eſt nift folus Deus. Op- / 
ed that the (b) Emperor is leſs than God alone, that tat..3:p.65. (d) Tibi fol: peccavi. Rex u- 


Tre . tiq; erat,nullis ipſe legibus tenebatur,quia 
there is (c) none above him beſides God , that he is the Eon 206 vinculis delictoontidtiin 


head of all men upon Earth , that when the King offend- qye enim ullis ad poznam vocantur legibus, 
eth he is guilty before(d) God alone,and by him only can tuti imperiipoteucate. Ambroſ Apol.David. 

Tom. 4. p. 349.C. 1c. Chry/oſt. in eundem 
locum, Tom. 1. p. 709. Caſſiador.. Arnobius Junior. Euthymius meundem locum ,, & Didyn:us, & Nice- 
phorus Lat.Gr.an locum, Fe 1 


be 


o 


D Kt Agr 4, ; be judged, 'þ according to that ſaying of King.Da- 
Army; 5 | pqpmranh 4 -» yt vid,againſt thee only have [ ſmned. So Ambroſe, Caſſi- 
Beointus $ xopuph 35, xepea) 73r-om 040715, Didymus, Arnobius, Emthymins, and St, Jerom, 
wi iciv «nvrwy. Chryſoſt. Hom. 2. ad and ©. Nyſſen, 


Pop. Antioch. Tomes. p./463.1.41. Hieron. : 
Ep. 22. adEuſtachium , 8 46.ad Ruſticum.. Ifidor. Sentent. 1. 3. c. 50. Nefas eſt in dubium detucere ejus 
poteſtatem cui omnium Gubernatio ſupremo conſtat delegata Judicio. Concil. Tolet. 6. c. rg. 


Inference 4. Are Governors the Miniſters of God, the Ordinance of God ? then they who 
do reſiſt their Government muſt be Reſiſters of God's Ordinance, and fgbrers 
againſt God ;, they muſt be rakers of that Sword, which by God's Ordinance 

- is put into the hands of their Szperjors, and therefore may expect, accord- 
ing to our Saviour's Aphoriſm, that they ſhould m_ by it : This our Apoſtle 
here exprelly teacheth, ſaying, He thar reſiſts the Power, reſiſts the Ordinance 
of God, and if it never can be lawful to reſiſt the Zigher Powers , becauſe 
they are the Ordinance of God, it of neceſſity muſt follow, That in all 

- caſes we muſt ſuffer patiently., even when we ſuffer the moſt wrongfully. 
And here to meet with, and baffle all the Cavils of thoſe who plead for the 
Reſiſtance of the Higher Powers,] ſhall lay down theſe following Propoſitions. 


Prop. 1.” That it is not lawful to reſiſt ,on the account of any hardſhips or ſeverities that 
Governors may uſe towards their Subjetts : For, 
Reaſon 1. Firſt , No Governors were more ſevere and cruel towards any Subjedts 


than were the Roman Emperors towards the Chriſtians, as theten Per ſecutions 
may inform us; and yet theſe are the very men, whom to reſiſt, ſaith the 
_ Apoſtle, is damnation. 

Reaſon 2. Secondly , The Apoſtic doth command all Servants to be obedient, not 
1 Pet. 2.18. only to their kind and gentle Maſters , but alſo * 7vis oxoAiors, ro the per- 
* Quod dixit- verſe and froward, becauſe it is rhank worthy thus to endure Grief, and ſuffer 
de Domino & 1oygfully for Conſcience towards God; nor is the Child diſcharged from 
| += oy his obedience to his Parents, by any hardſhips which he ſuffers from them ; 
teftibus & and therefore by juſt conſequence the Subject cannot upon the like ac- 
Regibus. Au- Counts be freed from that ſubjeftion, which he owes unto the Sovereign 
g'ft. in Plal Lord and Father of his Country ;, for certainly there is as much ſubjeCtion 
a IR due to a Sovereign Prince , who is more eminently God's Miniſter , and by 
Vicegerent , than any Maſter is with reſpeCt unto his Servants ; ſince when 
the 24fter doth command that which the King forbids , the Servant may 
be pnniſhed for his obedience to his after, that is for not preferring the 
King's Will before his afters. - And if it be thank worthy with patience to 
endure Grief when we do- ſuffer wrongfully from our Swperzors ; . ſure.it 

muſt be blame worthy in all ſuch caſes to reſiſt, and to rebel againſt them. 
Reaſon 3. Thirdly, The contrary Doctrine would expoſe the Government to 
endleſs Troubles and Confuſions; for had God granted to Inferiorsa liber- 
ty thus to reſiſt the Higher Powers upon preſumptions of ſeverity and 
hardſhips , when impoſed upon them, he muſt haveleft it in the power of 
Subje&s to judge when they are thus ſeverely dealt with, and to aCt ſuita- | 
bly unto that judgment, ſince otherwiſe that liberty would be invain al- 
lowed. Now what is this in the Reſult, but to allow them to be Now 
| ers, 


[19] 
ſers, Judges, and Executioners in their own Cauſe, againſt their Sovereign, 
and God's Yicegerents ? How ealie is it for popular men, with the Aſſiſtance 
of their Agents, and with the help of their ſeditious and lying Pamphlets, 
to make the multitude believe they are too hardly and ſeverely dealt with , 
the caſe of Abſalom, and of our Royal Martyr,too fully will inform us : We 
therefore may for ever bid adieu to Peace and Quietneſs , if ſuch ſurmiſes 
or pretences will authoriſe men to reſiſt Authority. » | E-> 
' Fourthly, In oppoſition to this vain pretence , it is obſervable , that Resſor 4. 

when by Hamarn's Policy Letters were ſent through all the Provinces of Aha- 
ſuerbs to deſtroy, kill, and cauſe to periſh, all Jews both young and old, little 
Children and Women, in one day ; though by this Butcherly Decree,as or- 
decai complains, cigfſau iQ», Eſth. 4.1. pris 1Sroucs, a Nation was to 
be deſtroyed which had done nothing to deſerve deſtruftion , which was 
moſt barbarous injuſtice z and although, as the ſequel of the Story ſhews, 

\ they had ſufficient ſtrength both to defend themſelves , and vanquith thoſe 
who did aſſault them, yer neither Afordecai, nor Efther thought it fir, that E#Þ- 8. 11. 
they ſhould thus endeavour to preſerve themſelves from Ruine without 
Commiſſion from the King, and his Reverſion of the Decree procured by 
Haman. And though God's People during their abode in Egypt were kept 
under the greateſt ſlavery, and the moſt cruel bondage; and though,when Exod. i. 14. 
they went-out from Egypr they were fix hundred thouſand fighting men, a 
number ſure ſufficient to have made theiy way by force to their defired li- 

berty ;and though God ſtood obliged by promiſe to deliver his own Peo- 
ple out of Captivity after their ſeventy years of Bondage were accom- 
pliſhed, yet did he not encourage, or permit them to procure their liberty 
by riling up in Arms againſt the Kings of Egypr, or of Babylon, but either 
did accompliſh their deliverance by his own mighty Arm , as in the caſe 
of their departure out of Egypt , or by procuring to them favour in the 
eyes of their Superiors , Cyrus and Artaxerxes, Kings of Perſia , as in the 
caſe of their return, from Babylon , that There might not be found on 
Recordin his word any allowance of the Rebellion of his own beloved Peo- 
ple againſt the worſt of Tyranrs, to juſtifie, or to encourage it in others on 
the like pretences, though te be ſure God wanted no affection to his cho- 
ſen people, nor power toaſliſt themin their Lawful Wars. If therefore (f)'E 29 £00 


this had been a method of deliverance agreable to his Sacred Will, no *%Y 97% TOUTE 


doubt but that he would have given thei permiſſion thus. to obtain their Fm 
freedom, and would have aſliſted,them in theſe endeavours. Since then he 5:77, mws 
did not do it, we may reſt aſſured that it was not according to his will 44.0 voy 523 
that they ſhould thus exempt themſelves from their Captivity , and Bon- 7%! 7599 Tue 
dage to their Heathen Governours, And (f) much leſs can it beaccording = = 
to his will that Chriſtians ſhould thus exempt themſelves from their Obedi- Rant 
ence to Governours profeſling the ſame Chriſtian Faith. 22. 

It is not lawful to reſiſt the Higher Powers on the account of our Religi- Prop. 2. 
02, or from pretences of labouring to preſerve it to our ſelves, or to 
tranſmit it toPolterity. For thongh it is the Duty of all good Chri&j- 
ans, and will for ever be their RSNE IOY to profeſs the true Religi- 

| 2 | on, 


Reaſon 1. 
Reaſon 2. 


(g) Contra 


[20] 


ot, as occaſion ſerves, and' firmly to adhere nnto it- , to pray heartily 


nfto the Author of it, that he would ſtabliſh and preſerve it tous and 
our Poſterity-for ever, and in his ſtation to do all that lawfully a private 
Perſon can, by pleading , and by acting for it , and aboveall by living 
ſo as that his Converſation may commend it to the good liking of all 
thoſe who ſee the bleſſed Fruits it doth produce in the Profeſſors of it; 
yet mult he not fake up the Sword, without Commiſſion from the King, 
or Supreme Governor , much leſs againſt him for the defence or preſervati- 
on of it, but mult yield due Subjection even to thoſe Syperiors who perſecute 
the true Religion,and ſuifer patiently for it, without attemptingrto reſiſt. For, 

No men more certainly were perſecuted for the true Profeſſion of the 
Chri&tan Faith,chan the Believers of the Apoſtles Age, and yet you ſee the 
Precept given to them runs thns without exception , Let every Soul be ſub. 
Jett ro the Higher Powers, and Chriſtians are til] charged, upon the Higheſt 
Penalties, not to reliſt their perſecuting Emperors , but in this very caſe to 
ſuffer patiently for conſcience towards God. 

St. Peter drew his Sword for the defenſe of Chriſt, and in him of Chrj- 
ftianity it ſelf , when Chriſt was under condemnation on the account of his 
Religion, and yet his Lord doth peremptorily command him to pur it up 
again; and that ; Firſt,becauſe he could not uſe iteven in the Cauſe of Chri/f, 
but he muſt take it , 7. e. muſt wreſt it from the hand of that Superior to 
whom by God,it was committed : Pwr up thy Sword, ſaith Chriſt, for all that 
take the Sword ſhall periſh by it ; from which words it appears that (g) AuStins 


Fauſt. Mar.l. Rule is an eternal Truth ; He takes the Sword , qu nulla ſuperiors ac legiti- 


 22.C. 70. 


Matt. 26. 52. 


Reaſon 3. 
i Pet. 2.21, 
24- 


ma poteſtate , vel jubente vel concedente, in ſanguinem alicujus armatur , who is 
armed with it to ſhed blood without Commiſſion from his lawful Governor. 

Secondly, Fut up thy Sword , ſaith Chriſt , becauſe by taking of it thou 
wilſt deſerve to periſh by ir, or wilt be guilty of that Rebethion which deſer- 
veth death, which reaſon equally concerns all Chrif ian Subjects; for albeit 
this ſpecial reaſon, that Chriſt was then to ſuffer might cauſe our Saviour 
to refuſe the aſſiſtance of St. Perer's Sword , yet could it not induce him 
to denounce ſuch a Judgment generally againſt all takers of it, or to pro- 
duce this Text againſt Mar-ſlayers, to condemn his Action; and therefore 
Muſculus ſaith truly , that this is , Locus potandus omnibns ſubdits , a place 
well to be noted by all Subjefts. : 

Thirdly , The Example of our Lord in ſuffering patiently , is by the 
Holy Gholt propoſed as that Example which all Chriſtians ſtand obliged 


to imitate. For the Apoſtle having enjoyned all Chriſtians to ſubmit to eve- 


Ordinance of man , and in particular to the King, as Supreme, he adds, 
That tk isSubjeCtion,though it might expoſe them unto ſuffering, yet was it 
that which both the will of God, the nature of Chriſtianity, and the Ex- 
ample of our Lord required, for if you do well and ſuffer for it , this %s ac- 
ceptable to God, for hereunto are you called, for Chriſt ſuffered for you leaving 
you an example that you might follow his ſteps, who ſuffering d4;d nor ſo much 
as threaten , but committed himſelf to him that qudgeth righteouſly. Here 
therefore note; 1. That our Lord ſuffered for Religion, for preaching the 

p . moſt 


(27 ] 
moſt Holy Doctrine ,- and for revealing froni his Father the. moſt .impor- 
tant Truths ; and the deſign which the malicious Jews purſued in putting 
him to death, was theextirpating his: Doctrine from the Earth, and the 
ſtifling thoſe important truths which he delivered for the benefit and the 
Salvation of all Future Ages 3. fo that noman can have a ſtronger Plea for 
his reſiſtance on a Religious Score. 2, No man can doubt but that this Je 
ſus,who was the Maker and the Suſtainer of all things, whoatthkis very ſea- 
ſon, did, with one queſtion, caſt the whole Band that came to apprehend 
him to the Ground, and who as he himſelf declares could have obtained of 

' his Father more than twelve Legions of Angels to afſiſthim : Ifay no man can 
doubt but that this Je/#s had tufficient Power, had he been willing to reſiſt 
thoſe Souldiers which came to apprehend him : If therefore having ſuch a 
cauſe, and ſuch ſufficiency of Strength, he was fo far from making any op- 


XIX 


Joh. 18. 6. 


Matt. 26. 53. 


Poſition to them, that hedid not ſo much as threaten z:and if all Chriſtians 


ſtand obliged to follow the 'example of his patient Suffering, they, when 
they ſuffer for Religion, muſt commir themſelves to him that judgeth Righte- 
ouſly, and be ſo far from taking of the Sword, as that being reviled they 
muſt not revileagain, and ſuftering they muſt not threaten. F 
Fourthly, That this pretence of the preſerving or! the promoting of Re- 
ligion ſhould warrant our reſiſtence of the #igher Powers will appear ſtill 
more unreaſonable,if we conſider ; Firff;That we do not owe Subjection to 
Superiors in regard of their Religion, but of their Dignity, and of the Pow- 
er God hath given them, and therefore we cannot deny it to them upon 
the ſcore of our Keligion , for if Nero, Claudius, Caligula bear the Sword 
which the Apoſtle here declares, as well as Conſtantine and Theodoſous, you 
cannot take it without Commiſſion from the : firſt, . more than the latter, 
without Reſiſting of Gods Ordinance; ' and if you cannor take it, then 
can you never uſe it for the defence of your Kelzgion without ſuch Com- 
miſſion. Secondly, The unreaſonableneſs of Refiſtance upon this pretence 
will be ſtill more apparent, if we conſider that Colour of Religion is ſo wide; 
and unlimited a thing in theſe our days, that no man whois never ſa:much 


Reaſon 4 


in the wrong in any opinion, but pretends that his Religi0r is the truth; for - 


did he think it were an Error he would not continue in it, ſo that this Co- 
torr will be of equal force to engage al] Prerenders to reſiſt. And even he 
who hath no error in Relzgion, becauſe he inwardly believeth none, may 
yet have ſo much wit as to make uſe of that Apology for his Sedition, and 
Plead Religion as {tifly as the moſt Zealous, and the moſt Orrhcd1x Pro- 
fefſor ; and ſo if that will ſerve the turn, whoſoever ſhall pretend to believe 
contrary to the Keligion Eſtabliſhed in any Kingdom, ſhall Ipſo fatto beabſol- 
ved from all Bonds of Allegiance: So plainly doth this Principke deſtroy the 
Peace, and tend to the Subverſion of all Chriſtian Governments, If Errone- 
ous, Heretical, Idolatrous Magiſerates may be reſiſted, ſaith our moſt Reve- 
rend Dioceſan, how can any Kingdom ftand? Since theſe are matters wherein 
every man makes himſelf a Fudge, and it is not material whether he juage 
Righeous or Unrighteous Fudgment, the matter being once ſtated in theſe, that 
in ſuch caſes men may reſiſt, the Hypatheſis is eaſily made, and mes let looſe ro 
att 


p | F231 
att according to their proper Apprehenſions,' or the pretences of thoſe-that have 
| Power with them. | | 
Kaſon 5. Laſtly, The Primitive Chriſtians under the hotteſt Perſecutions, did 
ſtill conceive themſelves obliged to ſuffer patiently, and ſay that their 
Religion did oblige them not to reſiſt, but bear the Croſs, and by well 
b) L.3.p.115. doing to-comniit their cauſe -to him that judgeth righteouſly. (h) Ori- 
ger in his diſcourſe againſt Ce!ſus, who had boldly, faid, «T0 5&oxws Thy 
- ax enero Ts; fCpgiss., that rhe Hebrews had their Beginning from 
 Sedition, anſwers thus, s9tv torus. tglov EmdEfou x wnxvay 0 KEAGT>, ij oi 
0k40v0SvTEs any] Bumioorax, that ncirh:r Celſus,nor any of his Party could 
_ ſhewthat Chriſtians ever had been guilty of one Fattious or Seditious work, Ter- 
lian inhis anſwer to that Calumny, That Chriſtians were Enemies to Ceſar, 
ſpeaketh thus ; (i) Girca Majeſtatem Imperatoris defamamur, ſed nunquam 
Albiniani, -vel Nigriani , vel Caſſiani- inveniri potuerunt Chriſtiani, n0 
Chriſtian was ever found a Rebel ;, as for Peſcennius Niger, aud Clodius Al- 
binus,- who rebelled againſt Severus ; and Caſſius, who conſpired againſt Lucius 
Verus, they were (k) &e Romanis, de non Chriſtianis, all Romans, but none 
of them Chriſtians. Here then is a plain declaration to the very faces of their 
Greateſt Enemies, that for three hundred years together no Chriſtian was 
Rebelions,, or Seditious, with a free challenge to them to give one inſtance 
to the contrary. And ſaitable to this/Declaration was their practice; for 
__ a$(DSt. Auſtin well obſerveth of theſe Primitive Chriſtians, The City of 
De C:v.Dez, Chriſt, though it had in it great Troops of people to oppole their wick- 
_ ed Perſecutors ,- did not fight for their temporal Safety, fed poke ut obtine- 
xt eternam nou repuguavit,but abtained from reſiſting that it might obtain Eternal 
Life. They were Bound, 'Impriſoned , Tormented,, Burnt, Killed, and torn 
in peices ;, and yet, non erat eis-pro ſalute pugnare niſi ſalutem pro ſalute 
contemnere, they would not fight for their Preſervation, but contemned this 
Life to obtain Salvation.Of which the inſtance of the Thebean Legion,isa preg- 
nant evidence, for being :6666 well armed, and condemned to die by 
{m) Eucher. Maximianus, the Emperor, becauſe they would not join with him in Pagar 
'Lugd. in AF. Workſhip:; they anſwer thus ;(m) behold we have Arms and will net reſiſt, be- 
Martyr. Agau- cauſe we had rather die than conquer ;, et innocentes interire, quam noxii- 
men: _ 3- vivere, przoptamus, 4nd would rather die Innocents than live Criminals. 
Fa vi Now to aſſert, as ſome have falfly done, That it was only then their. Du- 
-- * -tythusto ſuffer, becauſe they were but few, and fo not able to rebel ;. or 
(0). De Rom. - ay with (n) Bellarmir, That if theAncient Chriſtians did not depoſe a Perſe- 
#Pone. 1.5 c. 7. cuting Nero, a Diocleſian or a Julian, 1d fuit, quia wires temporales dcerant 

Chriſtianis, It was becauſe they wanted Strengthto do ſo. 1s, 

1. To ſay, that it was not indeed-their Duty, but their neceſlity to d 


t) Ad Scap. Cc. 


£) Apol. c.30» 


'Repl. -1. 


2. It is to ſay, in contradi&ion to Sr. Paul , that Chriſtianity ob- . ' 
liged them -thus to ſuffer only for Wrath , and not-for Conſcence Sake. 

3. It is to give the lye unto St. Peter, who doth exprefly teach, That 
Ch thus to ſuffer, is to ſuffer for rhe Lords Sake, according ro the Will of Goa, 
for Conſcience towards God, It'is a Suffering, faith he, which is pre:/e wh. 
| an 


a 


and very «cceptable to God, ( which ſuffering out of neceſſity cannot be) XI _ 
who calls us foto ſuffer. that we may put 70 ſilence the Ignorance of Fooliſh '' 
Men, and ſhame them who do accuſe Chri#ianity, as that which tendeth ' 

to Sedition ; whereas did it indeed oblige them only to ſuffer 'when they 

could not help it, and authoriſe themto rebel when they had Power ſo to 

do, ſurely it could not ſtop, but rather open and juſtify the Mouths of 

them who repreſented it as dangerous to humane Government, and apt 

to ſtir up Tuwults in the World. OS TINNIG 

4+ It is to thwart that Grang Exemplar which our Dear Saviour left for 3 
the imitation of all Chriſtians, ſeeing he patiently ſuffered when he could 
havecommanded Myriads of Angelstoaſliſt him. 

5- Were this indeed- agreable to Chri#zian Principles, the Apoſtles muſt * F, 
have impoſed on Princes a moſt heinous cheat -. For in the name Of their 
Great Maſter, they did aſſure the Princes of theworld, that Chriſtianity re- 
quired all its Profeſſors, how ill ſoever they were treated, how- eruelly ſo- 
ever they were perſecuted, how wrongfully ſoever they did ſuffer from 
them , to ſuffer with the Greateſt Patience, and never to take up-the 
Sword for their Defence againſt them, or to reſiſt their Power, but; after 
the example of their Lord, when they thus ſuffer not to revile or threaten, 
and much leſs to reſiſt their Perſecutors, but only to commit themſelves ta.. 
him that judgeth righteouſly ; and that whoſoever did repreſent thee o- 
therwiſe were gnorant and Fooliſh Men, and falſe Accuſers of their Good 
Converſation in Chriſt, And if after theſe Declarations they- ſecretly al- 
lowed all Chriſtians, whenthey were able, to reſiſt, and to revenge them- 
ſelves upon their Perſecuting Princes, and only: difallowed this when the 
Chriſtians were too weak to grapple with them,.--what muſt-theſe »Holy 
Men deſerve to be eſteemed, but, Legati ad mentiendam' miſſs, Ambaſſadors 
ſent to impoſe upon the Princes of the World: with Falſhood, and Deceit, 
or lying Artifices ? | | 

Laſtly, this Plea is fully baffled by the plain aſſertions of the Primitive 
Profeſſors of Chri5tiamty : for they declared, L>81-71--56 

Firſt, That they had(o)Power ſufficientto-reſiſt, if their Religion would (1 Deeſſet ng 
have permitted ſuch reſiſtance of the Higher Powers. Would we bei open bis oirumes. 
Enemies, ſaith (p) Tertullian; could we want Numbers, or ſtore of Forces;. who rorum ex cops 


have filled your Cities, Iſlands,Councils, Armies Regiments,and Companies,the Pa- 4rum,&c. 


lace, and the Senate,and the Courts of Judicature ? Cut Bello non Idones,&c. None (p) Apol. c.37; 


of «s,ſaith Sr. (q)Cyprian,defends himſelf againFt their unjuſt Violence, quamvis (q) Ep. 1d De. 
nimius et copioſus noſter {ſit populus , elchongh our People be. copious and mer, p. 192, * 
more than enough to do it,almoſt the greater part of every Citylaith(r)Tertullian. (1) ad Senior; 
In the Reign of Diocleſtan , (\) 4£9vv xmeres xvewnn , almoſt. all men 118.0 Bay 
had left the Heathen Worſhip, and joined themſebves tothe _— of Chriſtians OOO 
faith (t ) Exſebius ; It is not eaſie to deſcribe rhoſe Myriads of Chriſtians (t)e. _ 
which aſſembled together , and the Aultitudes that convened im every Ci- p 
ty, faith.theſzme Author. | 

Secondly, They add that notwithſtanding their Force and Multitude,.. 


they did not reſiſt, becauſe their Legiſlator had forbidden Murther, and had . , 
; | : eſtabliſhed . 


\ Contr.Celf.. eſtabliſhed. ſuch meek Laws (1) I av a negedla pv aoelober (hu 
3-P-115. Tg kHyvEm, pdt more 5 dived , dil 7s nos, TE Nanuilay,, 
which they were tobe killed likg Sheep, 4nd not to reſiſt rheir "Perſecutors, how bid 
Joever they might be. $0 Origen becauſe the Diſcipline of Chriſt makes it more 
lawful to be killed than ki, commanaeth us tolove our Enemies, and forbids us to 
JApolc37. render evil for evil, ſaith (x) Tertullian; becaxſe we are forbidden to revenge 
) Ep.ad De- 0 ſelves, ang arc commanded to expett the Fugdment of the Lord,(y)faith Cypri- 
netr. , +. > ET Sr EP , 
. '> LaſHy,.Becaule this is farbidden by Chriſt, who by rhe "Command of hisown 
) Eueher. JAouth wonldhave that Sword which his Apoſtle bad drawn to be put up, ſaith (z) 
> _ Hauritins. | GS 
—— - It is not Lawful for any SubjeCt to take the Sword, and to reſiſt the 
4 "4  digher Powers4n the Defence of a Reli;ion eſtabliſhed by the Law of the 
"Land... This Propoſition I oppoſe to that Rebellions Doftrine-of Fulian the 
' Apoſtate,, That though. it be the Duty of the Chriſtian to ſuffer patiently 
-when. his; Religion 1s not. eſtabliſhed by Law, he may defend it by the 
Sword, againſt ' the Zigher Powers , when it is fo eſtabliſhed; which 
Dodtrine ;, - '----,- Sg Rakes 
+ I,:;Doth, plainly.overtbrow the Kings Supremacy, by ſetting up others 
"inveſted with-the Power of the Sword. Forunleſs | can take the Sword, I 
cannot poſſibly defend Relzgion, though it. be never ſo eſtabliſhed by Law, 
and if I can, Imuſt be then the Higher Power, fince it is he, ſaith our Apoſtle, 
who doth bear #he Sword : It therefore, 
- | 2: Aſſerts, in contradiCttion to our Lord, that menmay trake'the Sword, 
without Commiſſion from. him who is by God inveſted with it in defence 


-_ 


of a Religion by Law. eſtabliſhed. VE 
3. It contradicts thoſe General Rules of Scripture which, without any 
ſuch exception ſay, that to reſiſt the F1gher Power is to reſiſt Gods Oras- 
. rzance, andto incurr Damnation. | 
4+ It isexceeding evident, that. Gods own People had no ſach liberty 
'allowedithem, [no ſuch direCtions in like caſes from his Holy Prophers ;, that 
they were natinſtruQed, or encouraged by them to rebet, when their S«- 
- periorsdid att incontradittion to the Laws eſtabliſhed by God, and by his 
Servant-oſes, .and by. the Pious K37gs and people of the Fews, or when 
'they were not. ſuffered to worſhip God according to thoſe Laws. We 
i - "know that. from the timethat Jereboam reigned over 1/rgcl the Calves of 
*'» Kings 17. * \Danand Bethel were ſet. upto be worſhipped ; that rhey lefr all the Command. 
36... .. .nentsof the Lord their God, and made them molten Images, even two Calves. 
2'Chron. r3.9.\ That Jereboam caſt ont the Priejt's of te Lord, the Sons of Aaron and rhe Le- 
 wites, andmade them Prieſts after the manner of the Nations of o:bcr Lands, 
2 King 19.21 T hat he droze 1/racl from ſerving the Lord, and made them ſin a Great Sin', 
2 Chr. x1. 14, and cauſed:all- thoſe; who. ſer their hearts to ſeek the Lord God of Tſrael, to 
16. deſert their Habitation, That Baajſha King of 1ſracl built Ramah that he 
1KDgs 15.17. 2night not ſuffer any t0 gg, out, 07:10 come into Aſa King of Fudah, to worſhip 
God according to the Law of 4o/c-. oh 2 
... Secondly, We know that-all theſe things were done in oppoſition - 
I tne 


all the Seers, ſaying, turn you from your evil ways, and kgep my Commangments 2 Kings 17.13, 


- 273i FT. 


the Law of the Land, 3.c. the Law of Moſes, eſtabliſhed not only by con- 
ſent'and- Covenant of all the: Tribes of 7/racl, and z; but alſo by _ 
the Preſcript and Authority of the Great, God of Heaven , God having 
_— a —_ mo regs which —_ _ be eve by wy Law < 
of man, ana charged them ſaying, Te ſhall not fear other Gods, nor bow youy , «: Ro 
ſelves ro them, nor ſerve how” yet the ten Tribes continued this Tdblainald he 
Worſhip till they were carried Captive. Forthe King of Aſſyria did car- 2 Kings 18. 
ehogy Bpion into Aſſyria, becauſe they obeyed-not the Voice of the Lord rhe 11512: 7 x 
'od, but tranſgreſſed his Covenant, and allthat Moſes the Servant of the Lord ; 
commanded, and wapld not hear them, nor do them, Wn | : 
Thirdly, Obſerve that God ſent many Prophets to warn both Feroboam, , kings r2. in 
and his people, of this great defeCtion from him, and to denounce his hea- 14.7. © 
vy Judgments againſt him, and his Sncceſſors in<hat Kingdem for it. For. 
the Lord teſtifyed againſt Iſrael, and againſt" Fudah by all the Prophets, and by * 


and my Statutes according to all the Law that } commanded your Fathers, That in 

his Providence he frequently chaſtiſed them for't z ( 1.) By Abijah King of , 
Judah,who ſlew:500000 of Feroboam's men.(2)By Baaſha,the Son of Ahijab, i Kings 15.27, 
who conſpirec- againſt Nadab, the Son of Feroboam, 'and' ſmote all: the 29. 17. 2. 


Houſe of-Jeroboam. ( 3. ) By the Dearth foretold by Elijah. -( 4.) By the - 


very bitter _— which befel them in the days of Fehu, For i» thoſe _. . I 
2gan to cut Iſrael ſhort, and Hazael ſmore them in all the Coaſts * 8819-32, + 


= 


5 the Lord 


0 


Iſrael, and in the days of Feroboamthe Son of Joafh, when they-were few, » Kings 14.26. 


fout up, and had no Helper. And Laſtly dy delivering them up- into the Yide 70 bn-* 


hands of Tiglath Pileſer, and Shalmaneſer Kings of ops But all-this **77- 


while we never find'that any of Gods Prophets" uttered the leaſt word for 
the encouragement of any of their Subjects to rebel againſt them upon this 
account; or to engage them to fight for the Rehgion eſtabliſhed in their 
Kingdoms, and made the Vational Religion by the unalterable Laws of God ; 
or toriſe up in Arms becauſe they were not ſuffered to go up to Feruſalem 
to worſhip as God had commanded, and as they had Covenanted;' they ne- 
ver minded them that © Feroboam, when he- came unto+- the Crown, found 
« then in full and quiet poſſeſſion of their Religion, which was a bleſling 
©<ſoineſtimable that they ſhould plainly undervalue it, if they did not do 
< their utmolt to keep it ; That he ſeduced them from it in an legal Way, 
againſt a Precept of their Decalogne, and did it only by a Prerence that the 
two Calves he had ſet up in Dar, and Bethel, were the Gods that _ 
them up out of the Land of Agyprt. And yet it'is not to be donbted but 
that theſe Prophers were'trnly jealousfor the' Lord of Hoſts ,' for the purity! 
of his Worſhip, and for the obſervation of the Law of Hoſes ; what there- 
forecould have hindred them from. calling on the People, as our Phana- 
rick, Preachers did, to' help the Lord againſt the Mighty, and fight for-the 
Defence, or for the Reformation of their Religion, but" theirdiflike of ſuch 


2 Kings 15. 
29. 17.6. 


Jul. p. 69. 


1 Kings 12.24, 


Proceedings, and the Convidtion of their 'Conſciences, that ſuch miſcarei= ,; -- 148 
ages in Princes would never warram the InſurreCtion of their-Subjefts' _ % 9 4 
la- rf 


pretence of violation of rhe Religion WIE by Law, or to cut off 1 


ITOHS 


5 x. a | C261] 


eas and PE f6R rPripees withqut, Exp 

_ 2-27. | $660 ON: Q who remoneth Kings, 16 
2 Kings 9. 6,7. the Ky f. Jebu,, who þy Gods Prophes was anointed .aCtual King over If 
2 Kings 10.30. #q&y and. was commanded by him to. ſmire the houſe of Ahab bis Maſter, and 
v _ of whom God declared that he had done wellin executing, Vengeance. 0x the 
© Honſeof Abab?: | = 


reſs: Commiſſion, and, Authorj, 
' ſerteth ap Kings, 48 "iti-Was-in 


- 1+: -  Andthis may very. probably be gathered: from the deportment of Elijah 
x Kings 31.23; under that King who had noe like i: jn iniquity, . For having once obtain- 
Ahab ſent and ed the Kings Authority to convene. the . Prie#Fs of Baal, he, in his preſence 
gathered -nq doubtleſs with his permiſſion,. ſlew them all, according to the tenor 
_ mu of the Law-of 2oſes.. He: alſo ſbut up. Heaven that there was no Rain until 
Deut. 13.55. | Theſe Baalites were deſtroyed, , But alhough hisaccurſed Wife, at leaſt by 
I7. 2. his'ConniVancey andthe ;gbuſe of. bis -Authority;, i had fam the Prophets 
1 Kings 18.13. of che ord, and though the Prophet -tells him 'to his Face: that he,. and: his 
v.18.” © Fatheyy houſe bad troubled [ſracl, in that they h.d forſaken the Lord, and follow- 
ed Baalim  andilaſtly though. Elijah. had the people at his Devotion at 
-. . Sdownt Carmel, yet n2twithſtanding; all his jea/oxſrefor,Ged, he gives them 

| ' po. encouragment to attempt any, thing againſt their King.zhe ſetteth up 
© .: .-- 80 perſon tooppaſle him till, by expreſs, Gommand from God he had been 

1 Kings 19.16. authaxized to anoint Jebs,;King over Jſragl. oo I oa 
-, Moreover when Baſh conſpired againſt Nagab. aud flew, him, tho. he 
1Kingst4-14- did only that which'the Lord, had ſpoken by his. Servant. Ahijah the Shilonize, 
>. ---- - asthe-juſt puniſhment of the revolr of 7eroboam from his Law, and though 
1 King+t6, 2: . God doth-acknowledge that he exalted Baaſha from the duſt, and made him 
© © Prince over bis peaple 1/rael, yen came. the word. of the, Lard againſt Baaſha, 

9Y "Fept Irow Afbl 247 by end, agornſ? his | houſe: - eras he killed: him 
SIS oe nl Nadab interfe- | WREnGe We may Tationally conchade, that though 
| => aa rn vs nmr Munſt. . GodsProvidence permitted Baajhato conſpireagainſt 
Vatab. clarius inJocus3: :; - /-+1,._ the Sonof Feroboam,..and though he ordered mat- 
| ot G4 472 © 2 ters forpsthat he was Gods Inſtrument indoing, exe» 
Hoc'crimen punam 4 deo merebacur.cum, : cation. on the houſe of Ferebgam 'according| to;;the 
nulla tes julſ idfecifſet. Got,” ; . *. - » Sentence of Wt ropes yer was nof; this/ his aCtion 
I II 2 24 1 1, acceptable inthe. fight of God, betauſe he herere- 
1 Kings 16. 7. ſolves to/puni{h hin, AP TY MXTEE own, becauſe he flew him, Again 

. the inſtances of the Idolatrous King of Fugab from ;the days of Rehoboam 
till the time of their Captivity, : afford aturther confutation. of this new A- 

 :: 117! 1 pology, for 7rea/or.aud Rebellion. oh [ont oe nel dh ole 00m 
+: For Firf&,it:eannot be dented but that the Law of 246/es,and the Religion 
yetleribod: by-tit, was the. Religion\eſtabliſheq'; in. the Kingdom of Fu- 


2 - 


To} 317 - 13 's þ 6: T | of 

: Secondly, The-Scripture notwithſtanding dothiinform-us, that when Re- 
2 Chr. 12. 1. koboambageſtablyſhed:bis Kingdo ny, he- forſook vie Law of the\ Lord, and call If- 
1'Kings 15.3- Yiralwiebdaling That: #hirahwhs fudcaeded him;walked jr all the: fins of his Fa- 
2 Chr. 21. 11. Hin abiob be had ones efirtnbim yi Jſbat: Jehoenr made High: Places im the 
> Chr. 24. 16, AMougt aitsiofi; Judahyrndganfeg theilnhabs aws of - Judah to: commit Fornicetion, 
17. and conipelled Judahsheretd. That Jehojada,' end:ihe. Princes of. Judah left- he 
Py! | Houſe 


$2 


; Ig: 
evil in the Sight df the Lord, and have forſaken bim,. and have turned atvay "therr" 6, 7. 
faces from the Habitation of the Lord, and turned their Bagks ;, alſo they have ſhut 
up the Doors of the Porch, and put out the. Lamps, and have not. but nt Trcenſe, 
nor. off ered burnt Offerings in the Holy place unto the God of Tſrael:, by all which 
ſayings it is evident. that the exercife of the eſtabliſhed Religit n wholly 
was obſtrifted, andthe people were compelled nat only to negle@t Bur - ..c.... 
act in oppoſition ta it... - | = res oe 62 
Thiraly , *Tis further evident that God teſtified againſt theſe Abomina- _... 
tions done in 7#dah, by all bis Prophets and his Seers, that he chaſtiſed them 2,8 17: 
for it, (1.) by, Shiſak, King of Egypt , who in the days of Rehoboam took. the 2 Kings 14. _ . 
fenced Cities of "Judah, and came up againſt ern alemy and took away.tht Trear 25, 26 _ 
ſures of the houſe. of the Lord, and of the King's houſe, and-the;Shields of Gold 2 Cliron. 12. © 
which Solomon had made , and cauſed Judah to be tributaries to him-, becauſe: $7. | >, 
they bad tranſgreſſed po the Lord. (2:) By the reyolt of Edom and of Liþ- © nh 
Jo beoauſe Fehoram had for ſaken the Lord God of byz Fathers. And ( 3X by ; chcd ont 
ſtirring up agaiaſt Fehoram,the Spirit of the Philiſtins,and of the Arabians that to. * ' © 
werenear.the eAthiopians,who'came up into Fudah,and brake into it, and carried-Yerl. 16, 17. . 
away all the Subſtance that was. found. in Of Kane's houſe , and his Sons- alſo, ITE 
and his Wines, . ( 4.) By the Hoſt of Syria which came to Tudah and Fttuſa- 
lem, and deſtroyed all the Princes of the People from among the People , and ſent | 
all the Spoyl of them to the King of Damaſcus , a Great Hoſt of Judah being 2, Chron. 24; 
delivered into the hands of their ſmall Company, becanſe they had forſakenthe-24, 25... | 
Lord God of their Fathes.” (5.) Bya terrible Earth-quakg in the days of £ach. 144.5.:: 
Uzziah. (6) By the dreadful plague of Locuſts, Caterpillars, and Canker-J&E 1:2, 3: . 
worms.. (7:) By ſending againſt Judah, Rezip the King of Syria, and Pekah FE 
Son of Remaliah, who ſlew in Judah 120000 valiant men in one day, becauſe they * Chron. 28.6, | 
had for ſaken the Lord God of their Fathers; and the King of 1ſrael who carried 
away captive two hundred thouſand Women, Sons and Daughters. And yet we 
read not of any Propher ſtirring up theſe People to Rebel on the account 
of the Religion by Law eſtabliſhed, or on the account of all the miſeries they 
ſuffered by the negle& of God's, true Worſhip,, and by the introduCtion - 
of 1dolatry; whence it is evident that private Perſons or SubjeQts were 
then thought to have done their Duty, when they had ſighed. and z0urned 
for theſe abominations, and kept themſelves from any fellowſhip with theſe 
40iquities-... evi. oan x an cw ig ie : 
We find indeed, that after the-time that Amagiah turned away from follow- 2 Chrog 25. 
ing the Lord, they made a conſpiracy againſt him in Jeruſalem. ,' and. he fied to 27. 
Lachiſh, but they ſent to: Lachiſh 45, him , and, flew him there. Bit who © 
| "KR 2 | male 


Verſes. 


. 


dels vert hr gar gd'ye ply made this Con 


radi; vr? 1h pargd'ye: pol ſiracy the Text doth noclaformed) 
ic hd cc0r Tihar; dramdiras fad m4 © Foſephus faith, that ſome of bis own Friends were the 
he "ps ener Crtrivers of it,the Syriackand Arabick Verſion;that 


rs dons. drne'ge Fae Wb:9.© 10: ;;; Servantrthus conſpired.againſt him ; as did 'the | 
2 Chr. 25.3- Servants of ' his -Father Foaſh againſt him, and as the Servants of 
Ip Ammon did afterwards againſt their Lord; and if ſo no doubt theſe-Ser- 
2 Chron. 33- . vants' of Amaziah deferved' the ſame puniſhment thoſe other Murtherers 
2%'-' - "received, thongh by reafon of the infancy of Vzziab, who was then but 
. © four years old, as good 7nterpreters conjecture, 'and by reaſon: of the inter. 
regnum of eleven years, they ſcaped their condign. puniſhment. Moreo- 
ver the word "NV. which imports Conſpiracy, and Treaſon, being generally 
D uſed in an ill ſenſe, gives us juſt reaſon to believe the Holy Ghoſt did not 
I: approve this Treachery, and much leſs the enſuing Murther. 
Argument 5. * Fiftbly, According to this Principle Chriſtians might lawfully rebel a- 
B+: - gainſt thoſe Arian Emperors who ſucceeded Conſtantine the Great , viz. a- 
- gainſt Con#antins and Yalens: for evident it is, 
| (1.) That the Nicere Faith was fully eſtabliſhed. 
(@) T2 Fourids SSyuale wer GCope- by Conſtantine the Great. (a) Euſebins informs us that 
WEE Dons Lion 1 contemet the Die! es Sd, wa 
OX < +a ";z -- » made Laws againft Arius, and thoſe of his Perſwaſion. 
PIR HONs ja x Eng a) Kenz () Socrares Fith the ſame,and (c) Sozomen ade hat 
T \ 29V Suodi Ear avle vouodmi- he condemn'd to baniſhment thoſe who did contraditt the 
Eows. 1. 1. Y p. 31. Kei axaas 3 6hr52nzs Suffrage of the :Nicene Council, and that He made 4 
's Baines x7! "Apelx x4 ay cxpodbZar dv- 7 op ar cinſt all Hereſies, not ſuffering them to- Aſſemble 
þT'S rec 29 PER has | = aophe-o es ywhertns in the Cathbolick ; xn, , and declaring 
porye F925 þ gg epotuerer, Soz. That the (d) Privileges He granted to the Clergy, ſhould 
Hiſt. Eccl. L1. c. 20, (d) Previlegia que belong only ro the Catholicks , not to the Hereticks or 
Fcentemplatione Religions indulta funt Schifmaticks, 4. e. the Arians or Meletians. 
| Catholice rantum legs obſervatoribus | Se x 
'prodeſſe oportet, Hereticos autem atq; Schiſmaticos non tantum ab hu privilegi alienos efſe volumus, ſed 
| etiam. deverſis muneribus conſtrings & ſubjici. Imperator Canſtantinus A, ad Druciliamum Cod. Theodaſ. 
WL r6& Tit: 5:4 1 MT TEES: 
(2.) 'Tis alſo evident, that notwithſtanding all theſe Edits , the 
Arian Emperors did often perſecute the Orthodox Profeſſors of the Faith: 
| a (ce) Conftantius expelled _ Biſhop of Con- 
s SAN IEFY 42.80 |. Stantinople , and-appointed Euſebins Biſhop of Nico- 
| {© ® =e FEES IS 73 ; fel Ss media to ſacceed bin : yea he afterwards (f ) bani- 
L.2.C 17. Soz.1,3-.c. 9. - ſhed him, and placed Zacedorirs in his room; He 
| | : threatned (g) death to Athanaſinrs,, and when both 
Paul and Athanaſius were reſtored to their Sees by the Council of Sardica, 
though whilſt his Brother Conftens lived he durſt not gainfay that Decree, 
; | after his death He (h) again expelled them. He 
\(h) Socr. Ia. c.24. SuvapCdveR ail WAS, faith Socrates, perſwaded by Macedonins' to 
| rptioyr Tas Enxancies. Tb. c.27. (1/B& afſiſt him. in waſting of the Churches, at leaſt as 
| Cotes aeyrtjus aeraewrt. Soz. I. 4+ (jY Sozomen informs us, Macedonius pretended 
= | bis Commiſſion ſo ro do , whereupon all the Orato- 
| ries 


ries of the (k) Catholicks were taken. away,and they 
were expelled both from their Churches and their 
Cities who held the. (1) Son to bt of the ſame Subſtance 
with the Father, and were perſeemted in likg manner as 
the Heathen Emperors had perſecuted Chriſtians ,, and 
with cruelty. Theſe Perſecutions. did prevail 
(mY throughout the Exft , in Alexandriaalſo, in E- 
-o7pe , and in both the Libya's, ſome of the Biſhops 


if 
: 


W 
(n) flight endeavour to. conſult their fafety ; all 
this was done before the Council of _Ariminum, and 
ſo before any Decree was made for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Faith there propounded. | 


The next Emperors infefted with the Arian Here. 
[y, were, Valens and Valentinian, who as (0) Theodo- 
ret informs us , -at firſt aſſerted, T#v'TE adv 64455- 
mov, a Conſubſtantial Trinity, and by their Egitt com- 
manded all men to \profeſs it , and by ſo doing made 
that to be the Eſtabliſhed Religion of the” Empire. 
But afterwards we learif from (p) Socrates-that /a- 
lens did grievouſly treat thoſe who conſented not 
unto the Arians, that he raiſed an (q) implacable - 
War againſt the Orthodox, that he r) perſecu- 
ted them in the Eaſt, and (1) ſhewed..his inclina- 
tions that all Ghriſtians ſhould arianize, that. he 
(t) perſecuted the Novatians becauſe they were 
Orthodox , and deprived them and others of the 
like judgment with them of their Churches , that 
the (u) Ariarrs did beat, reproach, impriſon, and 


committed intolerable outrages upon them, and:theſe ,, or at leaſt many 
of theſe things were done: before any. new Exif was ſet forth for the 
eſtabliſhment of the faith taught by the Courril of Ariminum, or.for rever- 


ſing of the forementioned Decree. 


( 3.) The Chriſtians who lived under- thefe Arian Emperors and. 
ſaffered ſo much by them-did conſtantly declare, They thought themſelves 
obliged in Conſcience to be ſubject to-them, 'that they. could not- lawfully 
reſiſt them, and therefore were: content to ſuffer Martyrdom : thas when 
Conſtantins the Emperor did perſecute the Chriſtians of Alexanaria,. they p,,. ,.. 
never thought of fighting for the eſtabliſhed Religion, buc only of patient Sree <p 
ſuffering for it ; for ſay they if it be the. Emperors Command we ſhould A4than. Tom.z: 
be perſecuted to1puot mivres parrugnCa , we are all-in a readineſs to ?- $68... 
ſuffer Martyrdom ; ſo well inftruCted in that-DoCtrine of paſſive obedjence- 4 
were the Ancient Chriſtians, which this late Author doth Burleſque.” And * Seer. 12; c. 
though * Yetranio, Magnentins, and Gallus, rebelled againſt Conſtantins, 25.  _ 
and -f- Procopjs againlt /alezs ,. none of. them were aſſiſted, or countenan- * Socr- £4.c.5; 


"a = 
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e exited , ſome manacled, and others did: by -. 
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2 -1'*. 068 bythe. Qrtbodbs Profefſors, hut they wereſtill reputed by them Tyrants 
Stn * 211 Kebrl101s perſons. TA ku 19d3wdO 122003 mort tio boioguey g4 
© 4 S2hly,"Confider the Abſurdities which ipariendThis Dodkring,le makes 
that Treaſon, and Damnation, after;an humane conſtitution, .a Law, or 
-AofFarliament, which beforewasn Chriſtian Duty, ;, for ſurely inſur- 
- - » reCtionsarenever. things, indifferento:they: never. cap be lawful but when 
Ss "they t 'fotne"Law-of God, ani inature,.. become, neceſſary 4.and they are 
4... Wanting, in thelt duty: qyho .do{or> rebe). Now taough,a Humane Law 
5-0 Attof Parliament, may make that ſinful injtsexexciſe.which.was. befare 
."ndifferent, -it 1s not ealie to.conceive how it. ſhould -turn a neceſſary duty 
p -- Into the worſt ob ſins, and transform the Glorious Afartyr into the þ oor f 
, .-__ ©. Rebel. 2, What Conviction jo .ever any. Prince. may have that the eſta- 
A bluhed Rchiclag) New and Schiſmatiga},,,qr:juftly; charged with jSuper/j- 
 tionan > - > uy oth by this DoCtrine, attempt to change it, and 
to eſtabliſh true Religionivits place-: þy; any penalties-impoſed upon: the 
Superſtitions,” Or Schiſmatical,. but he muſt be in danger of an InſurreCtion, 
and by this-very-ACt muſt authorize bis Subjects to enquire with Sword and 
 Piſtolin-their hand, By whar law muſt: we ſuffer for profeſſing the eft abliſigd Relj- 


{fo hinder Queen Mary, -whole-inclioations., 'and- difaffetion to the.then 
8 eſtabliſhed Religion they welt knew, from comittg. to. the Crown and-zt 
condemns the Reformation both in this, and in all ether Kingdoms, as, being 

_ that by which the Roman Catholicks did ſuffer in their eſtates and Perſons 
for profeſling of the eſtabliſhed Religion : :if then this be ſufficient Ground 

| | forany Subjects to rebel againſt chair lawful Sopersign,- that, their, Religj- 
++...» Ons eftabliſhed by. Law, and they.are like to ſuffer by. lys. attempt, to 
'Ful.p. 69. Change it, andithat. 'twill be tao bers for rhem t0-help themſelves ſhould they be 
2 | quiet till there Reformers ſtrengthen their Innovations by a Law, there 
muſt -have been ſufficient cauſe for the Rebellion of Roman Catholicks jm 
all thoſe Countries ; and if the introduction, of the: Reformation, by which 
they ſuffered," could warrant their Rebellion, the Reformation ,mult. he 
-an evil thing, that being.evik-with a; Witneſs -which-<can anake Rebellian 
good... So-evident is itthatthis Doctrine tends more $0:14r7: Nation 4nto 
Shambles, than that of being paſſively obedzent. And Laſtly this Allertion is 
{deſtruCtive of it ſelf, and; never can: contribute.to the end.for which it 
:doth pretend to be deſigned, wiz. The preſervation of .the eſtabliſhed Re- 
ligion againſt thepleaſure of ;the Soweraign 3, for by- What, Laws 'are We 
guthorized'to reftlt for Religions :Sgke,: the Laws of Goiexprelly, forbid 
it; ByThe Laws of the: Land; but theſe Laws-depriveal $nþjects of any 

; *pPower to reſiſt the King by taking Arms again{t him ? Since both by 
-23E4. 3.c.2. Common, and by Statute Law it is plain Treafen to levy War againſt our Lord 
the King in the Realm, or be adherent to the Kings Enennes, . Since our Law 

1:23 Car. 2.c. 6; plainly ſaith that neirber Houſesof Parliament jointly ar ſeverally, \( and much 
' Jeſs any other Subjects ) can lawfully razſe,: or. levy any War Offenſrve, Or De- 
© eenſtve againſt bis Majeſty, bis Heirs, and Lawfil Succeſſars 3 and That it 35 n0t 
' Jewful upon any pretence what faever rozake up Arms againſt the King z .our hands 

* þ 4 - are 


gion * 3. "This ſtrange Afſertion-juſtifes thoſe. Rebels who, endeavoured - 
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obedient. If therefore, as this Author grants, whey it is madedeath by the 
Law of the Land, to be a good Chriſtian,we muſt lay down our lives for Chriſt's 
Sake, and the Goſpel requires paſſve obedience, when the Laws are againſt a man, 
muſt it not require the ſame obedience when it is made death by the Law 
of the Land to take up Arms againſt our Lawful Sovereign? 

When then this Author ſo pertly puts the Queſtion, By what Law muſt we 
dye for being of that Religion which God approves, and would have all the world 
| embrace, and hold faſt to the end ? * Tis evident that the firſt Chriſtians might 
 withequal reaſon have put this queſtion to St. Paul and Peter, By what Law 

muſt we ſuffer for our obedience to the Laws of God ? doth he ask, By what Law 
muſt we ſuffer for profeſſing that Religion which is by Law eftabliſhed, let him 
but grant this reaſonable Poſtulatum, that the Laws of God are as ſacred 
andinviolable as the Laws of men, and lay an equalty upon the hands of Prin- 
ces, and then the queſtion will again return upon him : and unto both theſe 
queſtions the anſwer is molt plainly this, That we muſt do it by virtue 
of that Law of God which doth enjoin us for Conſcience towards God to en- 
dure Grief ſuffering wrongfully, and when we do well, and ſuffer for it, to take it 
patiently, and by that Law of God, and of the Land, which doth forbid 
reſiſtance of the Higher Powers by taking up the Sword ;, for when I cannot law- 
fully reſiſt that power which will puniſh, 1 of neceſſity muſt ſuffer or 
tranſgreſs. When he adds , That ro ſuch power is lodged in the Prerogative as 
ro Py men contrary to Law, It is as true that - no ſuch power is lodged 
inthe Spremacy as to deſtroy men contrary to Gods Law, or even to make 
2Law which contradicteth the Divine Law, and therefore no ſuch Pow- 
er is given them from God as to deſtroy the Chriſtian for the Profeſſion of 
Chriſtianity, or for obeying Gods revealed will, or for not ſecrificing un- 
to Heathen Idols : And yet God did enjoin all Chriſtians, when they did 
ſuffer upon theſe accounts, to ſuffer patiently, and not reſiſt. It is not 
therefore any Authority, which God hath given to the Prixce to puniſh men 
for doing well, that binds the Chriſtian thus to ſuffer, but the plain Law of 
God, ard of the Land, both which torbid them that reſiſtance which alone 
can hinder it. No Aſter hath Authority from God to deal perverſly 
with his Servant, no Parent to deal unnaturally and unjuſtly with his Child, 
but yet 1 hope this will not authorize them to reſiſt, and to rebel againſt 
Mafter , or Parent, when they thus ſuffer by them ; and what can then re- 


main, but that they quietly do ſuffer wrongfully? 
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are therefore tyed up by our own, as well as by Gods Law, for where 'tis 
Treaſon to reſiſt, there remains nothing to be done, but to be paſſively 


I Pet. 2. 19, 
20. 


